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y r Truman Capote

 Other Voices, Other Rooms

h  “As 

to the journey: we are anxious Joel reach here no later than June First” 

(7) 1

6 1

h  

6

10

 

“One sizzling day in early June” (4) 6

y r

 “The wall yellowed in the meticulous 

setting of the October sun” (186) h

10  

“astronomically from the summer solstice (21 June) to the autumnal 

equinox (22 or 23 Sept.)” (OED) 

                                                   
1 h Vintage
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2  

 “In May they came, October went, the guests, taking with them 

memories, leaving tall stacks of gold” (79) 

r

“‘Heat,’ said Randolph. ‘Exposing one’s bare 

head to the sun occasionally results in minor hallucinations’” (60) 

sizzling

h

r

5

10

6 10

h

                                                   
2 “a green 
1934 Chevrolet” (82) 1894  “forty years before” 
(179) h 6  “three-quarter moon” (25) 

h 1934
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h

 

h h

h r

3

4

r Marvin E. 

Mengeling

Thomas Fahy

h

 

cloud

h Z

 

 

I 

John Aldridge

                                                   
3 y y Carlos Baker The New York 
Times  
4 r Paul Levine
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h

h h

h  

e h

r

 

 

[. . .] what if his father had seen him already? Indeed, had been 

spying on him ever since he arrived, was, in fact, watching him at 

this very moment? An old house like this would most likely be 

riddled with hidden passages, and picture-eyes that were not eyes 

at all, but peepholes. And his father thought: that runt is an 

impostor; my son would be taller and stronger and handsomer 

and smarter-looking. Suppose he’d told Miss Amy: give the little 

faker something to eat and send him on his way. (41) 

 

h

e h

h

Samson Sansom
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 “shaved head” (98) 

e

  

“Certainly this Mr Sansom was not his father. This Mr Sansom was 

nobody but a pair of crazy eyes” (138) 

h

“after all, no matter what Idabel said, he was a boy and she was 

a girl and he was damned if she were going to get the upper hand 

again” (144) 

 “How did Mr Sansom’s eyes come to be in a moccasin’s 

head?” (145) 

h  “Joel fails to fit into expected gender roles and 

desires” (“Some Unheard-of Thing” 161) 

h Z

r h  

 “impostor”  “faker” 

h

“Ellen was always talking of the decent Christian thing to do; he’d 

wondered what she meant, and now he knew: to speak truth was a 

decent Christian thing” (95-96) 

Z

h
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 “Godlike action” (11) 

h

 

r

“‘A cold beer,’ he blurted, deafly ignoring 

the titter of giggles and guffaws that sounded in the background” (19) 

h

h r h

p

 “We 

drink alcohol bevrages (sp?) and he [Randolph] is a lot of fun. Its sure 

not like New Orleans, Sammy. Out here a person old as us is a grown 

up person” (74) 

 “He [my dad] gave me a .22” (73) 

 “Child, how many times have I told you not to 

touch that nasty thing [Major Knox’s old Indian pistol] ?” (165) 

h h

p
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h

h  

h

Z

h

h

r r

5

h h

 

Z

h

Knox

Sansom

The Oxford Names Companion

nox

6 h

                                                   
5  “. . . Joel by degrees comes to accept him 
[Randolph] as . . . the ego of himself” (102) Z  
6 r William L. Nance
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Sam Radclif h

 

 

He [Sam] had his notions of what a “real” boy should look like, 

and this kid somehow offended them. He was too pretty, too 

delicate and fair-skinned; each of his features was shaped with a 

sensitive accuracy, and a girlish tenderness softened his eyes, 

which were brown and very large. (4) 

 

h

r Noon City y

Morning Star Café  “morning star” 

R. Sansom 7

 “Remember, your Pa’s your Pa no 

matter what” (7) “The Lord Jesus Is 

Coming! Are You Ready?” (13) 

r  

                                                                                                                                                     
 “The name seems to be a reversal of Samson, the strong man 

who became weak—and also to suggest ‘sun’” (55) 
 

7 Vintage
 “Edward Q. Sansom” (67) 

Signet  “Edward R. Sansom” (Signet 89) 
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h

h

blackmail  “approach a strange house 

and peer invisibly through its windows” 

 “two grown men standing in an ugly little room 

kissing each other” (51) 

h h

r

 “no one” 

nemo h

h h

r

 “the bodies of almost every character in the 

novel are deformed or disabled in some way—with the exception of 

Joel’s” (Understanding 48) 

h r

 

 

II 
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 “grass-colored lenses” (103) 

“I used to wear them all the time, even nighttime, but Papa, 

he said I was going to put out my eyes” (103) 

 “squinty and 

bright green” (21) 

Z  

 

It was as if he lived those months wearing a pair of spectacles 

with green, cracked lenses, and had wax-plugging in his ears, for 

everything seemed to be something it wasn’t, and the days melted 

in a constant dream (9). 

 

h

 “I never think like I’m a girl; 

[. . .] I want so much to be a boy: I would be a sailor, I would . . .” 

(106) 

 “already her breast had commenced to swell, and there was 

about her hips a mild suggestion of approaching width” (107) 

h

r e

h h

h

h
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Helen S. Garson  “Buttocks bleeding, 

Joel lies there pinned to the ground by Idabel who is above him. 

Symbolically the male-female roles are reversed” (22) 

 “Maybe . . . maybe some 

day I’ll win another pair” (109) 

h

h

 

r p  

“Papadaddy” h

“Make no mistake, I love Papadaddy, but when he 

gone I sure aimin to light out for Washington, D.C., or Boston, 

Coneckikut” (45)  

“Papadaddy” y r h

r

h  

 

“Did I see snow?” she repeated, trying hard, it seemed, to 

understand. “Did I see snow!” and she broke into a kind of scary 

giggle, and threw back her head, lips apart, like an open-mouthed 

child hoping to catch rain. “There ain’t none,” she said, violently 

shaking her head, her black greased hair waving with a windy 
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rasp like scorched grass. “Hit’s all a lotta foolery, snow and such: 

that sun! it’s everywhere.” (173) 

 

 “like two raisins embedded in the softness of her narrow face” 

(33) r p  “like a black withered apple” 

(23)  “like wild foxgrapes, or 

two discs of black porcelain” (45) 

h

h

 “He pushed that cigar in 

my bellybutton, Lord, in me was born fire like a child” (175) 

h

“I hear the Lord’s voice talkin down that gun barrel, an the Lord 

said Zoo, you done took the wrong road and come the wrong way [. . .] 

an outa the sky my Lord look down” (175) 

h h

r p Jesus Fever

fever h  

 

III 
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 “his enemy, Joel thought, was there, 

just behind the glasslike, smokelike clouds; whoever, whatever this 

enemy was, his was the face imaged there brightly blank” (104) 

 “when 

they [the clouds] were gone, Mr Sansom was the sun” (186) 

 

6

5 r h

 “a blinding Jesus-like glow” (122) 

r

h h

h

p h

h h

 

r  “here, in the 

overgrown confusion, were some plants taller than his head, and 
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others razor-sharp with thorns” (50) 

r  “Look, Randolph,” he said, 

folding a turban of moss about his head, “look, who am I?” [. . .] “I am 

me,” Joel whooped. “I am Joel, we are the same people” (183) 

embryo  “tell me, 

tell me, who are you? are you someone I know? are you dead? are you 

my friend? do you love me?” (181) 

embryo

h  “Ah, if I were really me!” (121) 

 

 

 

Joel looked over the water, hoping to glimpse the creole or the 

gambler; alas, those sly and slimy fellows did not show 

themselves. But anchored off shore was a bent, man-shaped tree 

with moss streaming from its crown like scarecrow hair . . . (178) 

 

“Joel’s eyes played a trick: he saw Little Sunshine as the old 

pond-tree come alive” (179) h
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17 9 “deceitful”  “wicked” 

 

 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the 

LORD is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that 

spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 

cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the 

year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. (King 

James Bible, Jeremiah 17:7-8) 

 

 “The heart is deceitful above all 

things, and desperately wicked. Who can know it? I the LORD search 

the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, 

and according to the fruit of his doings” (Jeremiah 17:9-10) 

h
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h

 “a flower was blooming inside him, 

and soon, when all tight leaves unfurled, when the noon of youth 

burned whitest, he would turn and look, as others had, for the opening 

of another door” (102) 

 “All the children 

are morbid”  “The feeble-minded, the neurotic, 

the criminal, perhaps, also, the artist, have unpredictability and 

perverted innocence in common” h

 “Chinese chest” (62) 

 “he knew who he was, he 

knew that he was strong” (184) 

 “I was like the 

wind-flower whose pollen will not mate at all” (115) 

 

y

r Irving Malin  “Never 

having ‘laid eyes’ on Mr. Sansom (his mother has remarried), he has 

not really learned about society. [. . .] he can either turn inward 

completely—to ‘melt in a constant dream’—or learn to love others” 

(50-1)  “I never 

laid eyes on him” (13) 
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 “when they [the clouds] were gone, Mr Sansom was 

the sun” 

h  

r

Z

h  

 “he questioned the round innocent eyes, 

and saw his own boy-face focused as in double camera lenses” (69) 

y  “His mind was 

absolutely clear. He was like a camera waiting for its subject to enter 

focus” (186) 

y camera 

obscura

y

 

 

 

Cynthia Ozick

 “images aflash on a single mind” (32)  “Other 

Voices, Other Rooms is now only dust—glass dust, a heap of glitter, 

but dust all the same” (31) 
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r

r r

 

r r

 “What needs to be explained is the whole notion of the 

relation of zeitgeist to fiction. In fact there is none, yet there is no 

fallacy more universally swallowed” (34) 

r Zeitgeist

Z Zunftgeist
8 r

 “capital-A 

Art” 

 

“this was the place 

folks came when they went off the face of the earth, when they died 

but were not dead” (96) h

                                                   
8  “[. . .] we catch him out as a cabal-sniffing inquisitor in 
Playboy, confiding in an interview how ‘other backgrounds’ are not being 
‘given a chance’ because of the ‘predominance of the Jewish Mafia’ in 
American letters” (31) y r
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died

h

dead  
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