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Brand-new Contact Zones: a Constructive Reflection on the
Historiography of Rangaku/Yogaku to be Written as World History
with the help of Relocating Modern Science (2007) by Kapil Raj

Shingo HASHIMOTO

Keywords
Contact Zones, Intercultural Encounter, History of Science, Circulation of
Knowledge

This paper discusses the potential of Kapil Raj’s Relocating Modern
Science : Circulation and the Construction of Knowledge in South Asia and
Europe, 1650-1900 (Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2007) for the current
historiography of Rangaku/Yagaku in the framework of World History.

Raj’ s writing mainly aims at the history of science, exploring how
intellectuals have created knowledge before modern science became
dominant. Raj’s historiography which has gathered a good deal of attention,
is unique and bold, although it seems that this book owes much to a
multi-disciplinary approach, especially in the field of social science.

What is remarkable about this book is that Raj attempts to relocate the
birthplace of modern science by means of applying terminology, e.g. contact
zones, intercultural encounters, and circulation. Despite the scale of
challenge, this appears to be successful to a certain extent. Raj’s terminology,
such as cooperation, go-betweens and circulation in a global sphere, can also
be applied to the historiography of Rangaku/Yogaku, in order to put these
disciplines in the broader context of World History.

It is also interesting that Raj proposes that each side participating in the
process of creating knowledge in contact zones, has equal weight. He also
suggests that scientific knowledge is not necessarily defused universally,
especially not in the early 19th century. Here, we could re-evaluate the
historiography of Rangaku/Yogaku, not just because it converges well with
the modernization after the Meiji Restoration, but also because it could
create more brand-new contact zones which have not been explored until
now.

Raj’s versatile and bold writing, therefore, could help us in broadening the
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frontiers of the historiography of Rangaku/Yogaku.




