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15t Day 23 September (Sat.)
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Key-note lectures
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David Cottington (Kingston University, London),
Back to the future? Avant-gardes, classicisms and the idea of an
arriere-garde (English)
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Mari Komoto (Japan Women'’s University)

Avant-garde/Classicisme en conflit. L’art entre deux guerres
(French)
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Akihiro Kubo (Kwansei Gakuin University)

Le retour au classicisme est-il un paradoxe de la modernité ?

(French)

16:30-17:30 Session |
THIFFREF—REFKE Classicism and
World War |
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Facilitator: Hideki Yoshizawa (Nanzan University)
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Hiromi Matsui (Nagoya University), “Ne coupez pas, dépliez ”
History of Cubism and the First World War (English)
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Ayako lkeno (Kyoto University of Art and Design), Carlo Carra:
Between Primitivism and Classicism (English)

2"d Day 24 September(Sun.)

10:30-12:30 Session I

KESEIEIO T EE  Classicism in Interwar
Period
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Facilitator: Masao Suzuki (Waseda University)
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Takanobu Tobishima (Tokyo University of Agriculture and
Technology), Crisis and Tradition of French Art in Interwar Period

(French)
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Chisato Kimizu (Ochanomizu University), Surrealism and
Classicism (Japanese)
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Yuna Tonegawa (Waseda University), Against the Portraits: the

Representation of the Past and the Present by René Magritte
(English)
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The objective of this symposium is to reconsider the relationship between the avant-
garde and classicism in art and literature from 1880 to 1945. Most generally, the avant-garde
culture has been considered a negation of the traditional western art, and classicism in 20th-
century art as “arriére-garde” , as opposed to avant-garde. In the same way, the classical
tendency that became manifest during and after World War |, namely “retour a
I'ordre” (return to order), is also understood as a reaction against the avant-garde
movement that emerged before the war. However, if the breakup with the past was one of
the important elements in avant-garde culture, it was also significant to face the past,
challenge it, and even create its own “classic” for 20th-century artists. This symposium is
based on the question: “How is ‘classic’ defined in the 20th century?” It aims at further
understanding the relation of each artist with the past. By reconsidering the “classic” and
“classicism” of 20th-century cultural phenomena and its relationship with the notion of time,
history, and community (city, race, nation), we will try to uncover a new historical
perspective that might be more complex than the simple schema of the confrontation
between avant-garde and classicism as arriére-garde.
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