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Preliminary research on the “Andong Preng” at the Ancient Khmer City, Chok Gargyar
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Abstract:

Based mainly on the results of epigraphic studies, the Koh Ker site, located approximately 90km northeast of Angkor, was assumed to be Chok
Gargyar, the ephemeral capital of the ancient Khmer kingdom, temporarily relocated from Yshodarapura (Angkor) by Jayavarman IV (921/928-941) in the
early 10" century. It was gradually clarified by researches after the end of the 19" century up to today that the site included various temple remains,
reservoirs, and banks scattered within an approximately 35km? area centering on the State temple Prasat Thom and the Baray called Rahal.

Preliminary research was conducted in the areas adjacent to the pond that is called Andong Preng in this group of archaeological site. Andong Preng
was identified as the Royal Palace by several researchers, according to one popular theory. In 1930s, Parmentier conducted the excavation survey in this
place and reported multiple laterite structures. Besides, several recent researches were also reported that the many tiles and pottery shards are scattered in the
area. We conducted the survey on March 2011; 1) recording the laterite alignments on the ground, 2) recording the distribution area of the scattered roof tiles
and earthenware and collecting these objects, 3) reassessing the precise plan at the area of the concentration of laterite structure, 4) excavation survey on the
laterite alignment with many roof tile concentration.

By the recording of the laterite structures, a rectangular enclosing formation was confirmed. This rectangular structure encloses an area 240m in a
east-west direction and 188m in a north-south direction. Substantial amount of aligned laterite structure was found in this enclosures structure. It can be
theorized that these laterite lines are the basement or foundation of wooden structures. We collected and recorded the roof tiles in abundance, earthenware
shards and small number of the Chinese ceramics that are scattered around the site. A large portion of the roof tiles were centered in alignments with parallel
aligned laterite blocks. All Chinese ceramics were classified after 11™ century after Koh Ker existed as capital in the 10" century. Therefore, this area
probably continued to be used as a regional center after the capital was returned to the Angkor region. It has been presumed that this place was a royal palace,
but almost all earthenware of the collected sample were rudimentary. Ceramic and other physical evidence is insufficient at this time to establish Andong
Preng as a royal palace or a palace for religious or secular ceremony.
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A-A' section B-B' section
| Surface soil, disturbed dirty soil with many roof tiles, I Surface soil, disturbed dirty soil with many roof tiles, £ - L
silty sand, dark reddish brown silty sand, dark reddish brown @ 6 %*EEB]EI‘ J: ) Hj
ll-n Very hard clay without roof tile and earthenware, brown Il Hard silty clay, many roof tiles and small amount of bricks, _— =
Il-s Very hard clay without roof tile and earthenware, reddish brown bright bworn L3754 RElE
Il Under laterite block, hard compacted clay with laterite fragments Il Hard silty clay, small amount of roof tiles, bright brown
and roof tile fragments IV Hard clay with laterite chips, small amount of roof tiles, *jﬁjkiﬁ(ﬁrﬁﬁ A-A" EBRr
dull yellowish brown
V'  Very hard compacted soil with laterite chips, very rare roof tile, E B_Bv )

dull yellowish brown
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Roaf tile: Pottel Unkown
shape| Roundtile | Fiattile JRoundkey| Flatiey | Endtile | Unkown JTotall oot e oo 4 chinesel Red Grey Iran || Weight(kg)
clay color] Red | Grey | Red | Grey | Red| Grey | Red| Grey | Red| Grey | Red | Grey

|41 surface 3 2 10 4 1 27 31 758 82 40 3.9
S 1 3 2 5 1 1 1 2] 23 ) 1 1 76 72 3.5
i |42 surface - - 2 2 1 19 19 43 1 3 180 | 143 3.5
g A2 1 1 17 29 48 57 40 2.3
t |43 surface - - 2 1 1 18 38 G0 1 1 322 54 4.1
; [AS 2 1 1 26 L] 88 B8 118 44
g |44 surface 1 2 1 2 B 12 1 1 41 42 1.0
§ A - - 1 - g 4 10 1 37 30 0.6
; B surface - - 1 5 1 14 17 39 3 1.5
3 B 3 3 2 16 1 g 2 2 g 39 | 145 | 227 2 106 78 13.0

B (Drainage) - Al - 3 Al Al 28 34 1.7
5 |scattered abjects near excavation area 1 1 1l 2 7 15 3 1
B |scattered ceramics at south of enclosure a 5
3 [ of Prasat Tham 1] 2 3

Total 7 10 20 42 7 8 10 8 0 18 | 190 | 3598 3 1 11 1 5 1003 | 617 1

Crand total 17 &2 13 18 18 588|716 21 160 | 1 | 2358
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