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On the Final Particle yo of the
Toyama-city Dialect

Konishi, [zumi

This paper describes the usage of the final particle yo of the
Toyama-city dialect of Japanese (T]) and compares it with the yo
of Standard Japanese (S]). Both TJ and SJ use yo in declarative,
interrogative, and imperative sentences. Its meaning, common
across dialects, is “check this information with other informa-
tion, and then infer.” In TJ interrogative sentences, dissimilar
to SJ, yo doesn’t imply blaming the hearer. In T] declarative sen-
tences, yo with a falling intonation directly follows a noun, the
nominalizer ga, or another final particle. However, yo with a ris-
ing intonation is used as V-yo or N-copula-yo, similar to SJ.
These features result from the usage of copula and final epis-
temic particles’ development. Across the aforementioned three
types of sentences, the falling yo, unlike rising yo, is not paradig-
matically contrastive with other final particles.

Keywords: the Toyama-city dialect, final particle, sentence-final intonation,
nominal predicate, no-da sentence
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