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Educational Practice at Ad Astra by Entrepreneur Elon Musk:
The Boundary between a Company-Integrated “Closed School”
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Abstract: In the U.S., opportunities for education are diversifying, including not only public
education but also private. There are unique educational practices that do not fit into the
conventional framework. One example is Ad Astra, a private school founded in 2014 by U.S.
entrepreneur Elon Musk. It is a “closed school” integrated with a specific company, SpaceX, which
was launched by Musk, and it has little information disclosure to the outside. The purpose of this
study is to clarify the meaning of its unique characteristics and to present a new aspect of private
education in the U.S.

Private schools in the U.S., along with homeschooling, are considered to belong to private
education. While Ad Astra meets California’s requirements for private schools, it provides a) free
tuition, b) very little disclosure of information to the outsider, and c) closely tied to a particular
enterprise. In that sense, it has distinctly different characteristics from that of general private schools.

Ad Astra was originally created as a result of Musk'’s dissatisfaction with the school that his sons
attended, and his beliefs and the purpose of his own business are strongly reflected in the
educational content there. In addition, SpaceX is a place that can be called the “private space” of
the founder, Musk, due to its nature.

In conclusion, it can be said that Ad Astra is a private school in form, but similar to
homeschooling. Although homeschooling is mainly based at home, previous studies have pointed
out that its forms are quite diverse. However, its diversity is limited to the category of home-related
cases, and homeschooling has been regarded as being separate from private schools. However, the
analysis of Ad Astra suggests that the boundary between homeschooling and private schools is

rather ambiguous and that they are on a continuous spectrum.

Keywords: private education, private school, homeschooling
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% % E5 %
by s 7,047 21.7% | 1,961,673 40.0%
TR Z DD R 14,501 44.7% | 1,857,777 37.9%
ERIR 10,913 33.6% | 1,078,704 22.0%
B 22,088 68.0% | 4,345,691 88.7%
tEr7Tvyv—VY 3,053 9.4% 120,465 2.5%
BRl7as 7 L88 1,042 3.2% 164,694 3.4%
7077 L | FREE 1,979 6.1% 121,630 2.5%
B 22 0.1% 2,923 0.1%
FINRFTA4T 2,245 6.9% 106,881 2.2%
B 2,031 6.3% 35,870 0.7%
50 AR 13,969 43.0% 298,837 6.1%
%ET% 50~149 A 8,172 25.2% 749,855 15.3%
(atslp 150~299 A 5,127 17.6% | 1,205,630 24.6%
Eﬁ*&(j 300~499 A 2,594 8.0% 995,974 20.3%
500~749 A 1,154 3.6% 699,184 14.3%
750 A E 845 2.6% 948,675 19.4%

Hi# : National Center for Education Statistics. Characteristics of Private Schools in the United States:
Results From the 2017-18 Private School Universe Survey. 2019. p.6.
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