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Examining Enhancing Students’ Motivation Using Gamification in Japanese Class
EAR R
IWAMOTO Joji
SEER T YT KRR
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
T 874-8577 R4y AT i3+ 1-1
jojiiwamoto@gmail.com

Abstract: | have been applying the sumo-themed gamification “Nihongo Banzuke” in my Japanese class
since 2016 Fall Semester to motivate my students. This gamification allows students to level up as sumo
wrestlers by earning points from tasks they complete inside and outside of the classroom. According to my
survey, it succeeded in motivating a few students and making them more interested in Japanese culture.
However, a significant gap remained between engaged students and disengaged students’ level of
commitment to the game. In 2017 Spring Semester, | modified some elements of the game and examined
how it affected students’ motivation and their learning strategies.
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