DRENDEE. H2WVIFHEHFDE

— BIRRREE [ty bbra) 2H<>T—

SN FF GERBEM/ SEXL. 1% - Eili)

Gt S e e R g e S N S i i S T R ]
Agreement with Inevitability and the Beauty of the World

—in “My Neighbor Totoro” by Hayao Miyazaki—
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Simone Weil contemplated the possibility of the sense of free-
dom that becomes possible to be felt if one “agrees” to an on-
coming inevitability. What facilitates this possibility is the “aes-
thetic emotion” that flows from one's mind and says, “the world
is beautiful.” This article considers the manner in which Simone
Weil's notion of “the appearance of supernaturality in natural-
ness” can be expressed in the world of fantasy. In the pursuance
to this end, the movie My Neighbor Totoro, directed by Hayao
Miyazaki, is examined. The paper focuses on the encounter be-
tween the protagonists, Satsuki and Mei, and Totoro, which takes
place when the two children agree to the cruel inevitability of
their mother's absence, her illness, and the possibility of her
death. The analysis effected in this paper may explain why My
Neighbor Totoro continues to captivate people irrespective of
age or gender even after all these years and why the film remains

the driving force behind the director's creativity.
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