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Abstract

The Rationales Informing MEXTs Policies Regarding Support for Sexual
Minority Students in Japan: A Focus on the Difference Between Gender
Dysphoria and Homosexuality

Kairi Shimabukuro

This paper purposes to probe the logic prompting policies adopted by the Japanese Min-
istry of Education, Sports, Science and Technology’s (MEXT) from 2010s to support sexual
minority students. The extant scholarly literature has indicated the existence of several prob-
lems with MEXTs policies. The difficulties primarily concern the fact that issues involving
gender dysphoria are treated under the purview of gender identity disorder (GID) and that
difficulties pertaining to homosexuality are not adequately addressed in the policies. How-
ever, these results were obtained using an extrinsic approach. This paper examines MEXTs
intrinsic logic and unravels the mechanisms that inform its policies. The study yielded four
outcomes. First, the support extended to gender dysphoric students only considers individu-
al students to sustain the male/female dichotomy. Second, the problems of gender dysphoria
are encompassed within the challenges of GID to make it easier for schools to assist non-
binary students because schools attach importance to medical issues. Third, the considera-
tion of homosexuality related problems is limited to the mandate to respect all individuals.
Finally, demands that topics concerning both heterosexuality and homosexuality should be
included in the syllabus are rejected by MEXT using rationales that tend to ignore the dilem-

mas related to homosexuality.
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