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Qongqothwane is a traditional song of the Xhosa people of South Africa. It is sung at
weddings to bring good fortune. In the western world it is mainly known as The Click Song,
a nickname given to the song by European colonials who could not pronounce its Xhosa
title, which has many click consonants in it. The Xhosa title literally means "knock-knock
beetle", which is a popular name for various species of darkling beetles that make a
distinctive knocking sound by tapping their abdomens on the ground. These beetles are
believed by the Xhosa to bring good luck and rain.

The song is known world-wide thanks to the interpretation of South African singer
Miriam Makeba (herself a Xhosa). In her discography the song appears in several versions,
both with the title Qongqothwane and as The Click Song.

More information on the song can be found in Makeba's book The World of African Song
(Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1971), including the following translation: "The doctor of the
road is the beetle/He climbed past this way They say it is the beetle/Oh! It is the beetle."

She explains the song as a traditional folk song which refers to the knocking beetle which
makes clicking sounds and can revolve the top part of its body in any direction. The beetle
is used in children's games to point the way home, but also has a deeper symbolism, pointing
the way to a better future in times of trouble. In her biography (p.86), she mentions singing
it in The Village Vanguard Club in New York, and calls it a "Xhosa song about a dreamy
bride".

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Click Song

LITFIZiE, 2 @ Wikipedia DFEik~O#i & IEHREFE L £,



1. ZoFoE=

gonggothwane &9 DX (CLIEMIIZ LV [EMEIZ I ugongqothwane D L 5 IZHANT u A3+
XFETD) -qongqotha [(RT 72 E%) /v o7 T5] LWOBENGIRELEAFTT,
gongqothwane (%, darkling beetle &\, T X AT X~ U FL Tenebrionidae D R 5 L E 77,
7 7 VI TIEEZTHROLNLRT, BLWATIES Y FHAL (AL, bbb 7=
nHTIEHY EFHA), —FEHZT TR, ZONOEENH Y £7,
gonggothwane |, Wikipedia (213 knock-knock beetle & [EHFRTE 5 L b 903, T 7
U 71 Bl TlE ‘tok-tokkie (beetle)’ & V9 DRI L 5 T, HAGETIE, £0HxT =
varh] ETHLTEBEEL LI, BEZ ETIZOT0, HIEIZINE ST THEEZZET &
VNI == BN H DD TEDLARONTNET, REMFEIEFELHIC, 20
FOonEEMTDOLELVNET,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kF4 WVqLZYg
TR a R AE TROIT D L. ZNEFIZL > TlESDIEE S T, ZOR R
Fas & BRI 23 7372 0 ZRICEN S O T, Fhbilivk 5 &35 & &2, MEZ2ALICRY F
T, T ES T HIIMRZ BT Z O RODEK % 7T, “gongqothwane qongqothwane ukuphi ekhaya?”’
fararybIparardIABRIIESL? | EWLENL, HEANLSDITTT (5
Al TORNBEDH LD HHRL—EDHMZE LR L TINDDITTIEH Y FEAN),
THOLEZEDD, Z0arya N IF=FML > TORWEFT 2R LTS R,
AU T, AR S MEHR LR L TSNS H, TRDLEEOLRMLE L TOFRKE W%
ok ool TnET,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzlyEMzEhdA
ZOH BRI RO T, AERHEfRF IR TT L, WoOEHN LN D L9127k
STEDPb LN EFRHAN, EO XS Eh b, fElER TRV DMK E L TIFA THK
PNDE I hoT b BEZLNET, M THON D DIXZOWIZT TIZRVDO T, 3o
TIEBRNWY T DI B0 —DIZMEEFATLEN, SVT LA TNARZORER YT
T LY LT 722 e h, HRMICHOND L2 LT
https://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/X U 7 L« = N
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7fJCWeOCNO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qg4Fp-A7IRw

2. DB

‘iggirha’ & (X, diviner & HARSAVE T A, WLkl WAL/ WED Z LT, ahRiED
FEHET DG TIE, EORICH 72D TWEAD igqirtha 23V T, Bl 2 IXANAEDERZ1E H i
72 N3, iggitha Z3h4a, HoTH HH 2 ETAEDHAMEIZOWTOHEZEFED ., L 2D



F< oD LT, BRI E Wo THEARARA A=V T DR RBEABES LUVEE
TlEd Y F A, Mpumelelo S ANZKIUX, [V rv—<2 ) BITWZE DT, FADDBEHAE
LEOLFETHH Y ET (o & bRETIE, AR LD L L THTFIZLEN LR A
HZVETH),

D X — L — RO FFETILY > 2~ (sangoma) & W, BLFOEEO L H 7R Ax D
CERIELET (SUT LT RNORBL AU RIEOY v I< 17 o7-% 9 TT),

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4UQb0zNFtM

Thbb, ZTOHFIT, TRKREKEZSFWYTDH A=igqitha)] & TRBWHmEz x4 h
=(u)gonggqothwane] ZBHNRHFHOETRIL TWNDHDTT,

LR, VT L TR0 1960 HEON—T g UinbEIREILTAE L,

[ WO/ EEEL LIEERN D R E o3 o2 v ok

A nglrha lendlela (kuthwa) nguqongqothwane x4
(%) HoThofz 8 » T 2% £ L id =2 v =

B Seleqabel’ egqlth apha nguqongqothwane x4
A AE oW Tl &x% * h iF a2 v o=

B’ Selequbul’ egqlth’ apho nguqongqothwane
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qg4Fp-A7IRw

AT A 248, B &2 4R IRTIZHO I REKTT, (AL, 7 DNR—Y
2 CTEB & B BRHEICHENET,

Youtube 2 # D 72T THWL D=2 g UAH Y, BOFIZ L > THIENE T, FF
[CHEERIZAD B VOFIIN Db FEENH Y 77, BHRINZRREOKZ2OT, EANEL
WEWIDIFTIERNTL X I,

3. BELUWRE

o q: M7V v IHE (DHIBLO—D) TI, VALK LDV Bihni-L &
D, L LIRBLENET, igqitha D gq EWV OV IF, SETIETFHBA LIS VWOT
T3, gqold, qo £V bMEEK->T, DI NAEFEZHTLOICLTHRET LIS LA
S TSN,

e th: "MTITEWETT N, 7TV AEOr NEVIENTT,

o dl: INHIXFTITIMHA LIS WETT R, [FITITRAR DWW Lo E] Lk
EDATLE D h, HFhtd LOREICOT-FE, FOWmBALEEHLET,

e thyph: ZHHIFFEFED th L ph E1dE-S T, HWHICtLp DEFTRELTELE X
BV FEH A BEEIZIZ D LEZE-> T EEFBEOHEDO LI BETLHHDTT,

o  ZTOMDOILTFIX, HAFEOO —<TRHATHWETA, % Ta e i,0,ud 52T,
INHHARFHELFRLCTY,

e 723, Z® Click Song DHFNNLTEEHEAN, ¢, x b7 U v 7 FHETT, TTD
T, THYEEXhosa D X bARITZ U v 7 HETHE LTI £H A,



