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Coffee Cigarette  
Katherine Anne Porter  

 

 
  Katherine Anne Porter,1890-1980

 1939

Miranda Adam
Miranda

1)

Miranda
Adam Miranda

Laurel Bollinger
 

 
was named Alexander Barclay and 

record of a real relationship (128-29), particularl

Ship of Fools
Horse Pale R  369) 

 
Darlene Harbour Unrue Adam

Adams Memorial Hospital
62 Adam
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Walter Sullivan 1970

Eudora Welty

Mexico, b
Tempest

2)

Welty
 

Adam Miranda

coffee cigarette
 

 
2. Adam Miranda  

Miranda Adam Adam
Miranda 10

Adam
295

Jane Krause DeMouy Adonis 163
flawless, complete

295 Adam DeMouy

Unrue Adam Miranda Adam
  

his innocence opposed to her cynicism. The Biblical significance of his name lies in 
his experience within the story. (Unrue 112) 

Unrue
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Adam
Miranda

Adam

Miranda  
275

Miranda

Adam
 

-
Adam Miranda  - 279

 
coffee

281
Adam Adam Miranda

coffee
buckwheat cakes, with sausage and maple syrup, and two bananas, and two cups of coffee, at 

282
Adam Miranda

Miranda

Adam Miranda
 

He [Adam] looked so clear and fresh, and he had never had a pain in his life. She had 
seen them [soldiers] when they had been there [war front] and back and they never 
looked like this again. (282-83) 

Miranda Miranda  
 294
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Adam
 

4
 

Adam  Unrue
Adam Miranda

Miranda

Adam

Adam DeMouy Adam
 

He has 
t

-being and his innocence, since the 
apple is uneaten, and, inversely, the temptation he is to Miranda, a jaded Eve who 
already knows the fear of love. (162)  

Adam
Miranda 292

Miranda 279
Adam  

Miranda

Adam  
 
3.  

Adam Miranda
Adam

Miranda Adam
Miranda

 
Miranda
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fixed, in their straining towards their next stopping place, already absorbed in planning their 
284

5 Adam
Miranda

Miranda Adam
Miranda Adam

Miranda

Miranda
292  

Adam Miranda
284

Miranda
Adam

Miranda )
repetitive eternity

Adam Miranda  

 
Adam Miranda Adam

Adam
Miranda

me. I have pains in my chest and my head and my heart and they are real. I am in pain all 
 (296) Adam

 
Adam Miranda

Adam
304 Miranda

Miranda
308 oblivion eternity

310
Adam

312  
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Miranda Adam
 

 
4. Adam Miranda  

4
 

Porter Adam
Adam Eve

Eve Miranda
Adam Miranda

4  

Adam Miranda
4 Adam

Miranda
Adam Miranda

 
Miranda

Adam
 

 
getting ready for something that was going to happen later, when the time came. So 

 

Miranda Adam

got a glimpse of Adam when he would have been older, the face of a man he would not live 
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291  
Miranda

Adam small talk Miranda  

two persons named Adam and Miranda, twenty-four years old each, alive and on the 
earth at the same moment. (280  

Miranda Adam

294)
Miranda Adam

Miranda
Miranda

Adam  

e colors at different times of the day, and all the sounds 
and noises like children screaming in the next lot, and automobile horns and little 

302  

 
 
5. coffee cigarette   

coffee cigarette

 

Unrue
night of delirium in the room of the 
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(106) Youngblood
Miranda-and-  

coffee cigarette Miranda
coffee coffee

cigarette
Miranda Adam  

Miranda unnatural hours

(280)
coffee Miranda

Miranda hot coffee
Adam coffee Miranda

coffee  
coffee

coffee Miranda
Adam Miranda coffee

Adam Miranda
Adam Miranda

coffee coffee
Miranda coffee Adam

 
Adam

 

They had cups of coffee before them, and after a long while Miranda and Adam 
had danced and sat down twice when the coffee was quite cold, they drank it 
suddenly, then embraced as before, without a word and scarecely a glance at each other. 

e together. (296) 

coffee
Miranda  

Miranda Adam
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cigarette coffee cigarette coffee Miranda
cigarette

 
cigarette coffee

cigarette

Adam
Adam

Miranda

you? (280) Miranda cigarette
300 Adam

 
cigarette

Adam
Miranda Adam

cigarette
 

coffee cigarette Miranda
Miranda Adam

 
 
6.  

Miranda Adam

coffee cigarette
Adam Miranda

Adam Miranda
cigarette
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George Cheatham

Tempest
Bollinger Miranda

Miranda Tempest
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Coffee as the Future, Cigarette as the Present: 
Exploring the Concept of  

 
NISHIOKA Karen 

 
Summary: 
generally considered to be her autobiographical short novel. However, despite 

protagonist, the multitude of metonymies and metaphors in the novel implies 
otherwise. Drawing elements from the Old Testament, Porter describes 

 the prelapsarian Adam in 

et
by capitalism, war and the plague. In this paper, I intend to uncover the symbolic 

characters in terms of the flow of time.   
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