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Differentiation of Political Attitudes among the Highly Educated
by the Field of Study

Kentaro WATANABE
Center for Statistics and Information, Rikkyo University
E-mail: ke.wtnb@rikkyo.ac.jp

This study examined whether the political attitudes of highly educated people
in Japan differ depending on their field of study. While there are reports primarily
from Europe indicating that the political attitudes of the highly educated
individuals vary according to their field of study, such research remains limited in
Japan. This lack of examination can be attributed, in part, to the underemphasized
focus on the field itself as a source of heterogeneity within the educated population.
In this study, the author concentrates on the constitutional attitudes of both college
graduates and graduate school graduates, investigating potential disparities
influences by their chosen field of study. The analysis draws on nationwide survey
data from randomly selected adults collected in 2019. Furthermore, the author
distinguished two fields of study among college and graduate school graduates:
liberal arts majors, including humanities, arts, and sciences, and practical science
majors, including engineering, economics, and related fields. Multiple regression
analysis with support for constitutional amendment as the dependent variable was
conducted. The results revealed the following points. First, liberal arts majors tend
to be more opposed to constitutional reforms than university and graduate school
graduates with practical studies majors. Second, among the specific Article 9 reform
proposals, regarding the deletion of Article 9, paragraph 2 (non-preservation of
war potential) and the clarification of the Self-Defense Forces, liberal arts majors
tend to seek to protect the current Constitution, compared with practical science
majors. These results suggest that, even in Japan, there is heterogeneity in political
attitudes among highly educated people depending on their field of study.

Keywords: field of study, political attitude, constitution
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