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Both high tunnel magnetoresistance (TMR) ratios and large
perpendicular magnetic anisotropy (PMA) are required in mag-
netic tunnel junctions (MTJs) for applications to nonvolatile
magnetic random access memories. In this article, we introduce
our recent work on unconventional (111)-oriented MTJs, where
the potential of the MTJs to satisfy the above two requirements
was studied. Our calculations based on the density functional
theory showed that the MTJs with Co-based L1;-ordered alloys
and MgO barriers have quite high TMR ratios of over 2000%.
It was also found that such high TMR ratios originate from the
resonant tunneling of the interfacial antibonding between Co
d and O p states. This mechanism of a high TMR ratio is in
sharp contrast to that in conventional (001)-oriented MTJs, in
which the bulk band structures of the ferromagnetic electrodes
and tunnel barrier are the origin of the high TMR ratio. We
also calculated the magnetic anisotropies of L1;-ordered alloys
and confirmed that many of the alloys provide large PMA in the
(111)-oriented MTJs.

Key words: Tunnel magnetoresistance, Perpendicular mag-
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WEALT B v A OVEESIEPL (Tunnel Magnetoresistance:
TMR) #R2ELC 5. ZOHZEZFMT LI LT, MTJI iE
M4 DR ¥ 3 — R AR T Y LT 7 kA X E
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PMAIZXY, A¥Y b+ A7 7— ML Z MRAM Tl
LR O 720 DR ERM AR TE 52 L 12, $/-8
JE MV 27 MRAM CTl3FH & AAL T —FALEZIHITE 2
ZEWB RbhroTnd, INSOHE2S PMA & EW
TMR 252§ % MTJ ZET 2LE P H ), NET
WL ODPDRRD R ENTE T,

BRI S H 7% D1, bee Fe(Co) D (001) J51i & FEJg J7
M & L7z Fe(Co)/MgO/Fe(Co)(001) MTJ T& 5. £ 2#T
BB XS, 2O MTI TldEvy TMR 2545 5 h 1915,
Z Hid Fe(Co) & MgO DSV DNy FHEEIZ K 5T
FHWENBOID %7220 MTJ Tl Fe(Co) & MgO ®
FUH T PMA 34 U % & & 2392 5R19720 HIEE2D-29 i
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Fe(Co)/O R TEL TV A 720, MEIEEE DNV 7 i
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720, 59OOLNTLEIEVIRMLD L2, Z X
) BFENS, NVIESTRELRPMAZAL, 208
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L‘/\25)~28).
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UED LX) ER2L, LITINE THA 2B HMTI
O FEVE % B A ICHRET L C & 2971029785 2 ¢
AT (111) BLiA MTJ (2B 5 BERRESE 3330 284 L
72w, fee ROMBEHEOTIZIZ L1, &% IO E L
T, Z0[111] HEIZ KRR & 4 SRS iz #io
L DOWPHEAET 539739 F 7= fee WiTE ORI IE (111) T
ThY, COMPRDPNEMZANF—%2H> (0F
DREE LTERRLTV) 10 L72dTo T fee SR E M
MW MTI 2B A B2, (111) 161 T 24 [111]
FHlEBEHNET52O0RHRTHY, Fo2nkH %
MTJ O% L R OHEED S PMA ZHT 5 2 LIRS
N5, ZHEh (111) Bl MTI WA H LB TH 5.
FAIZFETLL A4L MgON) TH5R5HAD(111)
L) MTJ (2t U BE LB BRI 260 < S — L BIETR %
Tolz. TLTHRONLANRT Yy Vb EIT
AIVHE%ZR X, Landaver AXZHHT 52 & THRD
TMR % 1 L 724049 Z o of5 %, Co &t L1,
BEN S %D MTI T 2000% % H 2 % &\ TMR A S
Nz, 7220k %EW TMR IEIE Co & MgO O Fih
TTE D SAGEIRED MTS O FLE K TG - v 2 V%
EBITIETRILTWAZ Edbh ol TS DFH
ZOWTIIE 3 EIHCTRELLHEMT A, T4 L1,
HEOREBBRETEICIOWTHBIT 2T 7. ZO%
R, L O L1 S 111 FIICK E 2R Rk
EHTHI DY, TORGEDOREFIZOWT D EE)
AEEZHCTHLPICT A ENTEZ, ZOHIZONT
35 3 W2 HiTHPIT 5.

2. (001) EZ[@ MTS

S OFETH 5 (111) Bl MTI (22 TIHIAT % i
12, HERAEL (001) BLl MTJ @ TMR #5335 & U5 Sk R
FHEZOWTHEHBLTBL ZEIZT A, T2 Tldmd A
17 Fe/MgO/Fe(001) MTJ [Fig. 1(a)] I H3 4. 22T
WBRBFFEIZBIZ LIS HMON b DTHAHA, 4 3 HTH
A9 5 (111) Bl MTI & 0% 2 WHEZ T 5 05—
BELTBE 0.

T TMR BEICOWTTH B, TORICOWVWTIR
Butler 5 1® & Mathon & 17 {2 & - TEW TMR L0583
DEERIC TR SN, ZF D 3 EHD 2004 412 FEERIY 70 5
HEAS R E N2 1035) 4k S D PR TIEE W TMR 7S Fe &
MgO O/ DNy B TH SRS 2 & AVRE .
Fig. 1(a) ® MTI @& %2 % 2 % &, BRI (2 /i) 2
TEH 7 xy I TR E FREA B B O T Fourier £33
TRETH Y, ZORDOWHEE k) = (b, k) LT LITT
b, ZLTHESRBIOK MBIEESNBELT, 2 HHO—
BTN AVIEE RS TMR ILZ K72, ZofEE, £
BACEVIREBO N ANVETFICLa0 575 2 A3
A VIRED b DIZIERERMWICIRENI L, LTI
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Fig. 1 (a) Supercell of Fe/MgO/Fe(001). (b,c) Band structures
along the A line of (b) bee Fe and (c) MgO.

LD RELTMR GO NE 2 EEZH LT
IS OFERIIKRITERZ Y, Fig. 1(b,c) 127~ L7z Fe
& MgO O/ P, SHPIWETH L. T 3HED
MTJ 2B % b ¥ RIVHETIE Kk = (0,0) DIRENE =
BIZELEGE2G 25 EIEET S 20T &Ik
BN TR BRGFERA T VY vV & LRISE RS T
BT o e (k= /BV-E)+ k) LEIRBZEDD D
BHHRTED VIERT Yy VS, m &L EXEF
AHROHEREE T ANT—) 9, FLEBE LROSHA Y
VIR Yy sy v A% k) ZZHTHTAS & Kk =(0,0)
WCE— @Rz RO I DR TE 0D b5

EnD, TOROBEEELERT 5T Kk =0,00 DE
TIRE, T4bET HLS E, HIAMHTZ AT ¥ ED

Y FEEORIEHTNIEIRWZ L HEwmING. £
ZTAIA Y EDFe & MgO N> PR % Fig. 1(b,c)
WCRd. £9 MgO DN Y g% R % &, Fermi # 47
(E=Ey) TIEENY F(Rek,) 1NNV F¥x v T2 WT
BY, EFENYF Amk,) TS, TOE=Ey L'TO
BN FIZFATB AT BB BRI 53w (I § 5 i
ThHY, wOMAEI /NS WEFE NV PO D ER %0
ExL03 0BT EEE LMY L. 20X ) BHEHEN
¥ Fid Fig. ) R L7212 A, OB A Y o
R0 L Catfide s, p, LLENEENDS) 2HLTH
D, SO LD FeBO A MHELF o722 F (A
NV R) BT 2ETDOADEINICMgO N 7 % &
TX2ZILWbirsb. Z2TFe ®Ny FiiYE [Fig. 1(b)]
ZRTHADLE, Feld Ay NV FIZHTHN—=7 257 W%
FHoTwa I ehbhd., TabLEHAY VIKED A,
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NV R Fermi ¥E47 2 ) > TWB —HTOE AL VIR
RED Ay /N Fid Fermi ¥ X D ¥ eV L HICHAET 5.
o TEHMAE YD A N FIET BT DORDHEING
IZMgO N) 7T aEBTELEHHIN (R VKR
), INDBICBRIEHAE VIREBICB A K& T
YEIEYADRFETHS. DX DI Fe/MgO/Fe(001)
MTJ Tid, 7NV 27 Fe ® A RREIIBIFHN—T7 25 Lk
DWEAY VIRFEL VA VIRBEO I v ¥ 7 % v ADFE
FHA, FORPEE LTIEWICKELTMR LB 5N 5.

Z DO R L LT, Fe/MgO FL1H T PMA
DIEBT 5 2 L HEE - BEROME 2 SH LM ST
b, SZTEZEOMMMWLMAELHHRISHNT LI LI
T5. FTHiIfEE LTUHMD/NIV 2 Fe ld [100] fTA &
[001] HFIANZEFIREOET TR, L7zd>TPMA
WIEES Ly, L L Fe i3 30 FL 2 A L 22y
BRFREAMEL 2B E PMACHELG L) B L) IChb. %
B2, Fe I Cl% 0.85md/m2? ® PMA 7575 51, Fe/MgO
FHICT 5 L PMA OfEIE# 2 5 (1.6 md/m?) 127 5 29,
Z DX 7% Fe/MgO TOR I PMA X ZNE TICHED
=TI X o TR ENT & T 5 207203049

HcZ oW % MY 210H 70 ) EELE Z 572
F DA Bruno |4 TH 5. FBEMIZIK S RImn2i %
OB TIZ, ZHAY VIRERLSTHEAE S, SEBA
Y VRO RS Fermi MM ICMET 2 & v ) ETIR
ENEBT L. 20 L9 RIRI Tl Fermi #EA T EE 0 4
BAY VIRBICBI S 54 - IS A IRE R B AT MR
BGMCERELFS5 25252 L MFEsSNE. 2%z
% L1213 5 15 Bruno Hilid PMA O fijfii % i fl % 5 2
5LDTHY, ThIZL D Fe/MgO O 5 PMA b B A
KELHEDSNTE 7220304 20— T, Bruno HliE
EFlo X5 B IRETRILT 25D THY, — KD
SREEVEAR R B TIE 3 LD LT A REEIE 2\ & b i
BELTBEPR L TTR BRIV 5R DORFZE T,
U PMA O Hi1% 7% Fe/MgO O i PIST- 52 BUZ & T
HY, MPKETEEZ MgO Db D05 Fe d b DITE LS
¥ L TAY VREERD LB 2 Hif% (Bruno HINY)
oAV HLBEB LR R RN L BT 5 2 LATUR
ENTWBE, F72Z D HIZDOWTOEBRKBGE D oD
5NTWVW55,

3. (111) EZ@ MTJ

ARFCIE (111) Bl MTI IS5 5 ik O3k 4 OWFFEiE
R AN H. DX % MTI AR L 728N
BEIZEE 1 TRz ) TH B2, TMRARIZLHA
ADZ L, RERMBEAETTEIO W T AT HERIIZE X T
EAELWIRETH o7z, 34T MTI ORERENER D
LHY #r o7z, A OWFIETIE fee HERE D [111] 7RIS
2 MO JE IS HAZRE S M7z L1, A4 % il B2

Table1l The calculated TMR ratiosin the (111)-oriented MTJs.
The anisotropy energy K, calculated in each L1; alloy is also
shown. We calculated TMR ratios using supercells with 7 mono-
layers (ML) of MgO. Only the TMR ratio in the bottom row was
calculated for the thicker barrier (MgO 13 ML). The values of Ky
are given in units of MJ/m? (meV/cell).

L1, alloy TMR ratio (%) Ky
FePt 716 4.95 (5.21)
CoPt 2534 9.86 (10.04)
NiPt 650 —1.04 (-1.05)
FePd 46 0.73 (0.76)
CoPd 2172 1.88 (1.87)
NiPd 585 0.45 (0.45)
FeNi 484 0.67 (0.56)
CoNi 3210 1.10 (0.89)

CoNi 2361 (MgO13ML) 1.10 (0.89)
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Fig. 2 (a) Supercell of CoNi/MgO/CoNi(111). (b,c) Band struc-
tures along the A line of (b) CoNi and (c) MgO 5.

R L7z, %12 3d EHITH (Fe, Co, Ni) & HITH (Pt,
Pd) OflA G, B 2D 3d ERILEOMALD
TOFF8 MY ## 272 (Table 1). #ifgfk sy 7L LT
BREREZ TEX L7 Y T VICT 728 MgO ZHRH L

L1, 54 % MgO 734 4 @ (111) i TH 9 2o MTJ &
V% H1 7 L7z [Fig. 2(a)]. MTJ &V O AT & Bid /N v
7L L CHSERAGIH R 2175 72 L1, &% T2 5% iR
L7z L1, 54 & MgO O T AREAFIL 10%FRE &
KREVH, TORBESHOBETH L. ZOHNKEFE
&M MTJ vV ERoEEAE R 772, Tho
DOREERFFTHRNILE — FET S 2 — N Vienna ab initio
simulation program (VAsp) °V # w27z, F7:2 2 THIA
ORI FIZOVWTHERZBRRTEL. Fhlo MTJ &
VTR OR TR E LT4@Y) OEERRH 5. Bz
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¥ Fig. 2(a) ® CoNi/MgO/CoNi(111) Tl Co—0, Co-Mg,
Ni-O, Ni-Mg QWD H 5. F41dK 4 DEE O MTI
VIOV THEEREFIET 21TV, T AV F— %175
7o, ZORERE, Table 1IZ/RL72& L1, 64 XY O X i
FEOBF DO R RENIANTE—RETHDLI L%
%4 O MTJ THEFE L7z, 1 2.1E CoNi/MgO/CoNi(111) T
1, Fig. 2(a) D& )12, Co—O REHLEE R 5.

3.1 TMR LLDET

ZD &) I R#EL L2 MTI £V % v TMR o
AR T o, FTAEAEBHICHE LNV L &
GO E MTJ LIz LEFREOS —FMEE %
T, BEEESERT YOy VERD L. HWTIOR
Ty NERWC—EBT M AVEEELRL. T4b
b, AAEME MTS LV OERTORBEKE L 020
— KW DR EM P OHEL R L BN L, Thae ¥
fEMICHREL . S DR LA EBOBAL AT - BOF
TOWBEITITH LT, ZNENOHEALRE TOEAE
Te(k)) =Tp (k) +Tp (ky)), Tap(k))=Tap; k) +Tap, k) 2*
Bohsd, 2Tk 3RO xy WPNIHT 2P H~R 2 b
VTHY, o=1,| 3ZH - IPBAEVREEZRL TS,
T CPATHRALTOAE ViR o XEBBTOS K - &
BACEVREE2ETIOLTS., ZoLkHcLTRdBN
7o%&#A# % Landaver AR AT R ETaryyr vy
A Gpky) =Gp, (k) +Gp,(k)), Gap(k)) = Gap,1 (k) +Gap, (k)
PRONDE. TOREL Kk ZHTEomEY YT ¥
FLTIT, FHERLLEND L. 7 v IkE
NE§HE, FIBRMEL Gpy = Ly, Goi()IN R EE R D,
SAOFHETIEZI LY 7 ¥ v ADPRFMEE KA L2 BT,
N=40000 & L7z, 2OXHICLTRDSNTFAT - T
TR TOa ¥ ¥ v 2% v, kOATTMR It
ZEHE L7

TMR Et (%) =100 x (Gp — Gap)/G ap. (@D)

Z 2T Gpap) =Grap), +Grap,, ThH 5. B, T THR7:
H—EHEHE & Landauer AFIC 3D {REEFHE L QUAN-
TUM ESPRESSO @ PWCOND I — F|Z9E% X T\ 5 4042,
KIFNTIEZ D a— FEAWTIT bz, Gl R etk 4
ESCHRSY 2 SIS iz,

COEHICLTRKDLN TMR DG EER%E Ta-
ble 1 12779, TMR HOMEIZRIZE o THA TH ), Wik
fiilx FePd @ 46%, ifiiZ CoNi @ 3210% TH 5. L
ML T, Co%&tr L1, &4 (CoPt, CoPd, CoNi) T
33658 L CHEV TMR H (>2000%) 258 S 115 &\ ) BHEE
M2 RS EARTE S, oMM OYE I % W]
LCT A7, Fxld TMR Lt & &8 FIRE O RN Z
R5HZ EIZLT.

FIME 21T 7201345 2 Hio (001) B MTJ & [l ik
DSV T DNV FHEEBTHL. 22Tk d TMR AT

CoNi/MgO (7 ML)/CoNi(111) (TMR ratio = 3210%)
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Fig. 3 Electronic structures and transport properties of
CoNi/MgO (7ML)/CoNi(111). (a,b) Projected local density of states
(LDOSs) at interfacial Co and O atoms, where da,2_.2 and
do_ 2 are abbreviated as d 22 and d 2 respectively. (c) The k;
dependence of the majority-spin conductance in the parallel con-
figuration of magnetizations. (d,e) The k| -resolved LDOSs at
E = Ey in the majority-spin channel projected onto the p, and
py states of interfacial O atoms. From Ref. 34.

W7o 72 CoNi % Hlva7z (111) Bili) MTJ %% %, CoNi &
MgO O/N > FREEICOW TR, E2 TR L 28
O, YV TNHBENVINY FHED N ¥ FIREDRE 5
Brilid ky=(0,0) DEFREBIEH TIUIRL, (11D AL
] MTJ DBEIIEA T4 YOI Rz 5 4 >~
&b, FZTIDAIA Y LEDCONI & MgO DX K
Mk %G9 % & Fig. 2(b,e) ® £ 9 12% 5. Fermi #Ef
(E=Ep) [CHEHT 5L MgO BWTIiE Ay SR DOHBEFE N
Y RHEAEL, (001) B MTJ ORf & B L 2248 % 5
S, L LA CoNi DN Y FRiEER R &, SBAY
VIRETHAHEAE VIRETD Fermi #ALIZH 0> T
ANV RidZe v, L7ed3o T MgO 2N 7 %3 L CRIRE
WENDBNNV 7 BEFIREBIEA TV E Kk =0,0]I1217%
WEWH T LAY, B TMR I ZFHT % 7290121351
DY FNFPLETHLIERDN5S.
ZITHRAZZO MTI o A HEFIREICHEH L.
Fig. 3(a,b) (24 5 F- WL 1245 L 72 51 Co Ji-1 & i O
T2 BV B JRFTIREES E (local density of states: LDOS)
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(b) CoNi/MgO/CoNi(111)

Fig. 4 Schematics showing physical picture of the TMR effect
in (a) Fe/MgO/Fe(001) and (b) CoNi/MgO/CoNi(111).

%79, £3 Codse_ o Bl E O p, Wi, F72Cod..,. il
BE O p,, HLEOETLDOS O T % b F — KA AHE
LTWAZEDNbRrs, ZOL)BHMIEIINSD Cod
gL Op MBOM CREAREPER SN TnEZ L E
RLTWS. $§1C Fermi #fLE | (E = Ep) Tlid Co d..,.
Wil & O p,, MEDOFEAREIKRELFGEZ5 2TV
LI EeNbhb ZZTHAE, BWICE=E DZHAYE
VIRETRDKRELFHGEZ52 TS 0p,, BLBIZHH
L, ZOLDOS %Mk 2V THHLTHIZ. T5HE
Fig. 8(d,e) ® X 912, k; =(0,0) Z Hulv & L7z 5RO
7k G2 Fo e b h o7z, SHICHRRW S
2, MWTMR HICFEELHFGEGZTWAEHALE ¥
WO F 75 v A% K ICOWTHRLIZEZ A, R
Y AR EREIR D &y BAFVE DB S 17z [Fig. 3(e)]. 2Dk
I BRHEFIREE a2V ¥ 7 & ZAOMTOEMEIZE
TMR 255 5 7Moo (111) By MTJ T iR S vz,
INSDFENS, KL idE v TMR AR IS - >+
WEEHEIC o THRBILTWAZ ERIRBL. T4bb,
Cod IREEE O p REL RN CHIBEREEZEEL, 20
FAS IR A O R T THRIG Y AV ERI T ET
WV TMR 28 S5 T % &1 72 [Fig. 4(b) DRk
ZREZR]. 2o X9 % TMR OB X, (001) KA
MTJ I2B1F %750 7 BFIRED + ¥ & VEE [Fig. 4(a)]
CIREMEMICEL RRD2DDTH 5.

COXI G RHEE N AVEEESTE—- T 5%
F2 & LT TMR o MgO BEEKAFEIC DWW TH BT
B&7zw, @EONV I BFIREGRO TMR AR TH
UL TMR I BEE & RIS 2 2 LR CHS
nNTwa™ —J, RELE - v A VRIS X 2 TMR
EOYAITIE, TMR ASRIE & A LTnw 2
EMRTFHENDL., FZTHAIIRD TMR L2 E 2> 72
CoNi/MgO/CoNi(111) iZ22 T MgO B % 7 J& (9.5A)

A5 13 @ (194) IS = L AR TMR o FHE % 17 -
7o, ZOREE, Table 1 FEIZ/R L7 L 9 I TMR At
2361% F CTWATHZ LAMrOLNT. TD13ED
MgO ZFEBOEBRTRAMH SN LIBREDORETH ),
ZOLHEAETHTHICEWTMR SR TWwS 2 & il
FLTBL.

¥ 724 Mo (111) B MTJI 12513 % v TMR 213,
Cod Wi & O p Wil O R SAG G IREA T H B %2 R
72LTwb, 2O LEEZ DL fee Dl Co & MgO
57 % Co/MgO/Co(111) T b kD FLmi L5 b >~ &V H
KOEWTMR LB L TORWEH IZEBbIhD, 22
THRAIZZOROMBH HIT- 723, ZOFER, FEEOR
WTMR MG 6N, k IKEHICB a5 75 2k
LDOS OB MR SNz, ZoFgd bbb o fimit
e ANVEEETR—- 3250 THE. b, ZOFE
FIIE TMR S 5 N2 D0 2 BEES 5 720124Th
N7=b0THY, BWAHMZ fec Co THAHDITKELR
PMA Z¥b W ¢ E2FELTBL.

3.2 (EREKESEDENR

B MR RO R ERAT 5. SO
(111) B2 MTJ Tl L1, 80230 7 OB T AREDSHE b
WARGTECE 22 HF 52526 LRI N b0, e
ISV 7 L1 A LT T 2470 72, SBATIISE COE
B o039 n e, HLMERE LR PMAMEONL TH
59 Z L MBICHE v, L LZOBERIENTIC DWW T
1, A OWE b TWE—55, HxrWE ok
AT IR 2T TV WwWEI 9 I b S, 2 TR
BFFEIC TIRT 2479 S &2 L7z

Fig. 2(a) ® MTJ VD L1, &5z WY I L=k
(7272 Ui bid L1, A &G 720 Tiio72b ) %
HEL, ROFNXNTYH 2 5N DI % H T SRR
HTANVF—K, ZEME L.

Ku=(E‘|—EJ_)/V. (2)

CIZTE (E) RBRLELI=Y FEVD x (2) HENZINT
TBO AN F —FAMHO EHIRBIZET 2BATH Y,
VIZEVEETHD., T OEHEND Ky>0 (K, <0) D3
PMA (HWNBEERIRE L) (SIS T 5. T4 )V F — [ M
DFFNEA Y VWEEARH % &6 72 85— FBEEH R T T
WV, ZOFMEIIERLICD IR Rz a— Fvasp # w7z G
FAMEDOFEHNC DWW TIZCHR 34 2B S v,

IO L) BREMETES N K, D% Table 1 12777,
EILHE 2 &Rk & L TId FePt, CoPt, CoPd, ¥ 72 B4R
ILHEDADFTIE CoNi 2% 1 MJI/m?® %8 2 5 PMA % f§>
ZENbhot. —HTNPtDXHIZ, KELRALE VL
EHEEH %2852 Pt 2 &6 5 Bbh S TR T
BRTRVDHHZE B Dol
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Fig.5 (a) Results of second-order perturbation analysis on the
PMA in L1 CoNi. (b,c) Projected LDOS for Co and Ni atoms in
L14 CoNi, where dg,2_,2 and d 2_,2 are abbreviated as d 22 and
d,2, respectively. From Ref. 34.
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