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Actual Conditions and Challenges of Japan-oriented STEAM Education Transforming into
the Period for Integrated (Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary) Studies.

Kohei Sugiyama, Ei Okamura, and Koichi Utagawa

Abstract
Born in the United States, STEAM education is now spreading around the world. In the process of diffusion, each country
has been localizing STEAM education to suit its educational circumstances. The purpose of this study is to clarify how Japanese
educational policy localizes STEAM education as of 2021. As data, we referred to documents from the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry (METI) and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). As a result, we found that
Japan-oriented STEAM education at the present stage is becoming the Period for Integrated (Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary)

Studies. Since the educational model is not based on STEM education, the significance of integrating liberal arts is not clear.

Therefore, the future challenge is to design a curriculum that is unique to STEAM education within the context of the Period for

Integrated (Inquiry-Based Cross-Disciplinary) Studies.
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