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Examination and Translation of the ACPE Manuals:
On Competencies and Ethics of the Certified
Educators of Chaplains

Kenta KASAT'

Abstracts
The Association for Clinical Pastoral Education (ACPE) revised its former Standards

and Manuals in 2020 as a response to changing religious/secular values. Clinical Pastoral
Education is a practical approach that encourages attentive listener trainees to be self-
aware of their strengths and weaknesses, while understanding their influence on the prac-
tice of listening. It began as an experiential learning method for Christian practical and
pastoral theology. Currently, many students from diverse faith backgrounds, atheists, or
agnostics learn this approach beyond the Christian seminary context. The ACPE 2020
manual revision reflects such religious and secular diversity and is based on behavioral
scientific studies on attentive listening. Ethical codes and standards are required to avoid
educators’ arbitrariness and critical situations among students. It also encourages educa-
tors and students to articulate and integrate their theoretical ideas and spiritual care prac-
tices to enable high-quality research and interdisciplinary collaboration. Clinical Pastoral
Education is currently introduced to Japan as an experiential method of learning attentive
listening. This paper intends to examine the 2020 online manuals, translate two docu-
ments on the competencies and ethics of certified educators, and inspire discussions on

standards and ethics in this experiential method of learning in Japan.

! Professor at the Graduate School of Applied Religious Studies, Sophia University
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