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The Assemblage and the Origin of the Oldest Blade 
Industry in the japanese Archipelago: 

the excavation of the Kousaka} ama site, Central Japan 
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The Upper Paleolithic period in the japanese archipel

ago began by 37.5 ka Cal BP when the trapezoid-like tools 

industry appeared. After that, the blade industry appeared 
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in the Chubu/Kanto district by 36.2 ka calm BP. Detailed 

excavations were conducted in the Kousakayama site which 

was dated to about 37 ka calm BP and situated in Hapuna 

mountains in August and September 2020 and 2021 so that 

the assemblage and the origin of the oldest blade industry 

in the japanese archipelago were studied. The results of our 

excavation arc summarized in three points. 1) The oldest 

blade industry in the japanese archipelago was composed 

of three lithic production systems that include the large 

blade production, the middle-Palaeolithic point production 

and the bladelet production. 2) The technological charac

teristics of cores for blade production include the volumic 

sub-prismatic type and the Oat type. 3) The Kousakayama 

assemblage includes both of the mode A that represents 

large blade production technology and the mode B that rep

resents bladclet production from large blades so called the 

burin-core technology. In addition to that, the bladelet pro

duction technology from the truncated faceted cores is also 

found. Therefore, the Kousakayama assemblage is assumed 

to be affiliated with the lUP industries in Eurasia, Central 

and Northern Asia. We proposed that the blade industry in 

the japanese archipelago originated in the IUP industry in 

Eurasia and was propagated from Eurasia through the Ko

rean peninsula by 37 ka call BP. 
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