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Invited Research

The study of the IUP industries in western Central Asia

Sadakatsu Kunitake
Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

In western Central Asia, the IUP industry is not clear because the age of the Obi-Rakhmat cave
could not be determined. Therefore, we excavated the Khudjy site in south Tajikistan in October-
November 2019. As the result of this excavation, we obtained the characteristic industry consisted
in large blades, points, and bladelets. Large blades removed from sub-prism shaped cores and narrow
faceted cores besides of Levalloi parallel faceted cores. Points are made on clinoaxis flakes removed
from radium cores besides Levalloi flakes. Bladelets are removed from core-burins made on large
thick blades. The radiocarbon dates;42-47ka BP indicated the IUP period. This is the first certain
IUP industry in western Central Aisa.

The industries of the 8"-10" cultural layers from Chokan-Valikhanov site in southern Kazakhstan
excavated in 2018-2019 is seemed to follow the Khudjy industries. Large blades cores of the
industries of Valikhanov are Levalloi parallel faceted cores and narrow faced cores for large blades.
The radiocarbon dates; 41ka BP indicated the final stage of the IUP period.

In southern Tajikistan, the excavation of the Honako II site revealed the blade industries
continued through OIS7 and OISS. Therefore, in western Central Asia, the blade industry seems to
continue from the MP period to the IUP period. This phenomenon could be reflected by the first
desperation of AMH as the Obi-Rakhmat cave. The technological character of the Khudjy does not
so differ from those of Altai and the Obi-Rakhmat cave.

The Kosakayama site in the Happusann mountain Saku city, Central Japan, was excavated in
August and September 2020. As the result of this excavation, the industry of this site was revealed
that large blades more than 10cm in length, points and bladelets. Points are made on clinoaxis flakes
removed from radial cores and bladelets were removed from core-burins made on thick large blades.
It is very similar to the Khudjy industry. Is it connected to the Eurasia [UP industries distributed
from western Central Asia to Northern Asia? It could be an indispensable clue to solve the problem
of AMH desperation to the Japanese archipelago.
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