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AABSTRACT

his paper focuses on the use of learners” L1

in teaching Japanese pronunciation and on
the subsequent acquisition of learners throughout
this course. By analyzing the data from post-class
questionnaires and interviews, I report that learners
acquired various things in terms of knowledge, rec-
ognition, and performance. In terms of knowledge,
learners gained insight into the pronunciation of both
their L1 and TL (Japanese), the similarities and dis-
similarities between these two languages, as well as
some methods to practice Japanese pronunciation.
In terms of recognition, learners acknowledged the
importance of pronunciation, changed their ways
of thinking about learning pronunciation, enhanced
their overall awareness of pronunciation, and also
grasped the weaknesses in their own pronunciation.
Finally, in terms of performance, learners had strong
feelings of improvement of their pronunciation and/
or listening skills.
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