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To Be Recipient or Object: The Conflict and Mutual
Coordination of Participation Status in Dental Interaction

Rui SAKAIDA (Keio University/Japan Society for the Promotion of Science),
Masaki Suwa (Keio University)

In this paper, we exemplify the ways in which patients deal with the dilemma of whether to be a
recipient or an object in dental interaction. First, it is shown that a patient utilizes the dentist’s ut-
terances and movements as interactional resources and organizes his/her own behavior with the
temporally available modalities within the restriction of not being able to speak while his/her mouth
is open. Furthermore, while the dentist appears to coordinate his/her own behavior according to the
patient’s reactions, the patient takes on the appropriate participation status of either recipient or ob-
ject. Patients seem to be able to deal with alternating between recipient and object by appropriately
distributing multiple modalities to conversation and physical examination. Thus, meta-communication
is seen in the embodied interaction coordinating the participation framework between dentist and
patient.
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MHAfTRADONRYE LR85 2 L2590, &5
WA TADZ T FE L TR EWIRo /RS 2
EIXTE S,

ZD%, DOXFSHH M, PLIZHLT2ICDD
HprotifeZzos LT EEZR2b00 (0247H),

CIZFHODDBICEmZ Y, ZUFELTRS
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THEBZFE LRI ROADS S, SO
BOZIFTHSL L T 20 0EE T,
LTHBEL T3, £\Ww9) Z ETH3B. Goodwin
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MEZoT LV L) RIR2BOE ARG,
D2, PIOZITTFHEBIVEI L TwB X I I
B Ppdare\o, 7ok 2D OSBRI AT A D BIE
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FHEEL T, 53T, BEDRRY L & BB
MHZEAL % 2 & THMBHERMICHERZ @ 54k <
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DIFIcRd ok, FHH1 & 3852584 P2) D
PHEOHHETH 5. ZoEN, DPEFMICH B A
A v FEML, P2OFES TS F = 70 S Nf
HTV3, DIF, AFTTFYIILIF7—%fok %
%, TEFEITLE?) EWIRSEHAL (0117
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609, AFICRFFLTw ATy I ILs 7 —
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07 D: Ftw () StHOM > ZD%k->5 &
d: —————- SHEA 137 —THAZBIE>
M: @
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5)

6)
7)
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