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JALT2020 ONLINE: COMMUNITIES of TEACHERS and LEARNERS
Conference Preview [ November 16–23, 2020 • https://jalt.org/conference ]

TEACHER DEVELOPMENT (TD) SIG FOCUS: A selection of content-relevant presentations

BUSINESS COMMUNICATION (TD) SIG FOCUS: A selection of content-relevant presentations

Sessions Exploring Teacher 
Development at JALT2020
Matthew W. Turner
TD SIG / Toyo University

Sharing practical experiences 
and research explorations at 
conferences is a valuable form of 
professional development and 
engagement for language teach-
ers. As JALT’s Teacher Develop-
ment (TD) SIG, we are particu-
larly interested in reflection on 
professional growth and change as a site of focus. 
In the JALT2020 conference, there will be many 
presenters doing just this, and in this short article, 
we will preview a selection of them. 

Being a teacher requires resilience and adaptabili-
ty, with this year’s events seeing many practitioners 
having to take on emergency remote teaching 
approaches quickly. Sessions like Emergency Remote 
Teaching: Reflecting on Practice by Gareth Humphreys 
et al., Up-skilling and Reskilling During the Pandemic 
by Georgios Kormpas and Teaching Online and After: 
What We’ll Keep by Marc Helgesen will chart how 
different practitioners met these challenges. 

Teachers are continuously balancing various 
responsibilities, duties, and commitments, which 
may take its toll on health and performance at times. 
In relation to this, Sarah Mercer’s Teacher Wellbeing 
in Context, Sayaka Sugimoto’s EMI Teachers: Required 

Competencies and Support Needs, and Blake Turnbull’s 
Perceptions of Value Among ALTs on the JET Program 
will address some important aspects regarding teach-
ers’ mental conditions, senses of worth, and feelings 
of preparedness in the profession.  

There are various practical options available 
to language teaching professionals to engage in 
development, and workshops in JALT2020 will 
outline these for participants. For example, John 
F. Fanselow and Takaaki Hiratsuka’s Suggestions 
for Language Teacher Education will offer guidance 
on using mentoring conversations for professional 
learning, Erin Noxon in Community 1.0 - Actualizing 
a Tech PLC through PD will show how technology 
can be harnessed to maintain group development, 
and Amanda Yoshida and her colleagues in A Coor-
dinated Action Research Program will illustrate how 
teacher research can cultivate stronger working and 
learning environments. 

Teacher development is expedited and enhanced 
by peer collaboration and communication. Sessions 
including Reciprocity and Growth in Communities 
of Practice by Laxman Gnawali, Towards a Local 
English Teaching Community by Tamiko Kondo, and 
Forms and Functions of Community in Education by 
Mathew Porter will each explore this year’s key con-
ference theme of community, which in these turbu-
lent times is more paramount than ever before. 

No matter your context or experience, teachers’ 
curiosity is boundless, and there is always some-
thing to learn towards better serving yourself and 
your students. In JALT2020 you are sure to find 
something that piques and encourages your con-
tinuing and lifelong professional development. 

Business Communication SIG 
Related Sessions
Alan Simpson
BC SIG / Miyazaki International College

In this year’s online JALT conference, there are four 
interesting looking Business Communication related 
sessions. The session Codesigning a Business Commu-
nication Course by Jeng-yih Tim Hsu from the Na-
tional Kaohsiung University of Science and Technol-
ogy will describe the successful kinds of activities in 

a business oral communication 
course in Taiwan. Industry-spe-
cialist talks, job interviews, and 
case studies received positive 
reviews, whereas elevator 
pitches and simulated meetings 
were not as popular. Therefore, 
it is important for courses to be 
co-created between the trainer, 
industry-specialists, and students. John VanSomeren 
and Masayo Wilson, both from Mercari, will present 
Easy & Kind Communication: To Bridge the Gap. First, 
they will identify the theories and then explain how 
Yasashii Communication can bridge the gap between 


