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Podcasting through the Pandemic 
By Matthew W. Turner (Toyo University), Robert J. Lowe (Tokyo Kasei University)  

Podcasts have experienced a resurgence in popularity and significance since the onset of the COVID-19 crisis. Global 
listening figures have increased by a reported 42%, with downloads of educational podcasts rising as much as 20%. 
To meet this demand, podcasters have had to adapt approaches to producing content, particularly through audio-
conferencing tools. Our podcast - The TEFLology Podcast, created along with our colleague Matthew Schaefer - has 
not been unaffected, but the pandemic has ensured some exciting new opportunities, too. 

The TEFLology Podcast started in 2014, and consists of theoretical, pedagogical, and historical discussions between 
the three hosts, as well as conversations with notable practitioners and researchers. For us, the podcast is an 
independent and sustainable form of professional development, which provides opportunities for dialogic reflection 
whilst helping us to grow as educators and maintain an interest in our field. For listeners, podcasts function as an 
accessible learning resource. Podcasts also aids the dissemination of research and knowledge, and promotes 
communication within communities of practice.  

Pre-pandemic, we almost entirely met in person to record episodes, and our interviews were nearly all conducted 
locally at conferences. At present this is not possible, and we have instead taken to podcasting remotely. This means 
we have been able to connect with new people and explore topics that we may otherwise not have. Fittingly, one of 
our first online interviews was with Russel Stannard, a prominent voice in EdTech from the U.K. We talked to him 
about moving courses online and implementing classes in a virtual environment, providing a timely opportunity to 
learn about online teaching from a trustworthy figure. Another interviewee was Sulaiman Jenkins in Saudi Arabia, 
who spoke to us about issues of race and native-speakerism in ELT - relevant issues considering the global 
prominence of the Black Lives Matter movement. The ability to interview people at a distance gave us more freedom 
to be responsive to these topics as they arose. 

The pandemic also spurred us to experiment with new episode formats. Two of the episodes released in 2020 were 
collections of responses from contributors. One of these was a set of narratives from teachers regarding their 
experiences with emergency remote teaching, while the other was a report on activities by the TEFL Workers Union 
in response to questionable behaviour by language schools during the pandemic. These episodes brought together a 
unique collection of voices on shared themes, and this was a format which we were compelled to experiment with in 
response to the pandemic. Another first was a three-part ‘live’ episode. For this, we invited guests located around 
the world to discuss various topics of interest, and shared a link to the recording session on social media. This 
episode featured ourselves, our guests, and also several listeners who dropped in to ask questions and contribute, a 
mix which would have been impossible had we not been forced to change up our recording routine. We will 
therefore maintain our newly discovered freedom and creativity found during the pandemic, as we progress with our 
podcasting journey and broaden our project’s scope.  

http://www.teflology-podcast.com

