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Summary

In this paper, I focused on the recognition of the local community and the point of view of
“watakushi” among the thought of Masao Takatori. Takatori's “watakushi” is “individual
consciousness that existed before the formation of a modern ego”.

From the 1950s, Takatori was seeking a framework to grasp the historical development by
linking the local community with the stranger (and Raiho-shin). Its characteristics are based on
the recognition of a “double structure” in the local community. He thought the community
growth by “rice crop” had both reproducing independent farmers and economically unstable “the
agricultural assistant”. And this is the root of various problems of society of Japan including
discrimination.

However, Takatori did not just criticize the instability of the local community simply as a bad.
He understood the custom of giving to “muen-botoke” or beggar as an atonement act of survival.
The survivor and the dead are connected through the spirit of “watakushi”. Furthermore, by
considering uncontrollable “watakushi”, he explained the minds of people who suddenly departed
from the local community.

Keywords : illusion of rice farming, common people, nation state, survivers, ancestors ghost and
marebito (strangers)





