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Abstract

The purpose of this research note is to explore the potential for protecting the interests of animals
through litigation in Japan. First, I refer to specific problems in Japan’s animal protection laws

(1) and the theoretical framework used by some animal law scholars in the United States (2) .
Then, I provide an overview of several Japanese cases involving the interests of animals, along
with references to categories and frameworks discussed in the United States (3) . Finally, I
discuss how the existing human rights legal framework might be applied to animal rights and
how future lawsuits in Japan could achieve a similar framework for animals. At present, the best
potential lies in establishing a system similar to a private right of action-i.e., the right of private
individuals and organizations to sue for the maltreatment of animals who are classified as the
property of others. As a preliminary step, it is feasible for the government to entrust private

organizations with animal protection enforcement (4) .
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