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Class Overview
• Course title: Sustainable Development

• Main discipline/domain of this course: 
Environment and development studies

• Course description: Open to all students as 
one of liberal arts subjects

Q1 Q3

2019 36(32) 23(21)

2020 50(36) 18(16)

2021 58(35) 23(9) 

The table shows the number of 
course registrants and the number of 
course completers. The latter are in 
parentheses. 
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Get knowledge in how "development" has developed

Transforming to...what you imagine 

1. introduction

2.Definition of SD

SDGs & MDGs

9. market 
environmentalism

Case Study    
Nibutani

6. neo-liberalism

Share the standing point

12. Online Group Work

14. final presentation

Output your idea. Have an action!

10. Env. Justice/ 
Summer's memo

3. Three Pillars 
Model 6. guest speaker 1

7. UN Talk

Individual P.

8. globalization

13. consultation

11. guest speaker 2

Course objectives: From understanding the multiplicity of SD concepts and the tensions they entail, to taking 
action to make SD content substantial



Graphic 
syllabus
• Three segments

• Focus on “How”
• How “contested” SD concept 

emerged
• Process from idea to action

• No specific conclusion 
(sporadic?)



Learning Culture weighing ”HOW”

Japanese learning culture tends to emphasize how certain things have 
happened, whereas learning culture in the U.S. emphasizes why certain 
things happen. The former emphasizes an understanding of chronology 
and a kind of empathy or subjective identification with ideas of the past, 
whereas the latter focuses on analytical ability and an objective 
investigation of factors and causal relationships. 
(Nishimura and Williams coming soon)



The tension inherent in SD

ESD activities might raise critical questions on the inter-linkages 
between and among different SDGs, which can involve tensions and 
lack of clarity. …They will find their raison dʼêtre in raising critical 
questions related to development or sustainable development itself, 
with the inter-linkages between the different SDGs. (“ESD for 2030” 
UNESCO 40 C/23 2019)

Nagata (2020): pointed out the need to maintain a certain distance from education for economic growth (in 
response to the criticism that ESD has a strong neoliberal character in collusion with globalism).
Komatsu (2021): In distinguishing between ESD and global citizenship education, noted that ESD makes SD a 
given good.



Changes in 
teaching and 
assessment

• Lecture content to be more 
focused on “HOW”
• Emphasize historical and political 

flow/trends as well as cultural and 
regional contexts

• Emphasis on discussion and group work
• Online use of Perusall and Moodle forums

• Emphasis on qualitative analysis
• Conducting focus group interviews
• Add a question to self-define CCT.



Focus Group 
Interview
&
SCAT analysis

nOne group (three students) out of 
three (nine students)

n50 minute, online, conducted after 
the final presentation

nSemi-structured interview

nDefinition of CCT Question, “Most 
influential class scene” question, 
Class evaluation related to CCT 15 
questions, 18 questions in total

nCoding and analysis by SCAT 
(Steps for Coding and 
Theorization)


