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Transformation of ‘Global Competences’ in Returnees’ Re-adaptation Processes in Japan:

— Divergence of Orientation toward Local Settlement and Global Migration —

Misako NUKAGA (Wako University)

Abstract

In the late 2000s, the Japanese government launched a ‘Project for Promotion of
Global Human Resource Development, in which returnee youths are perceived as po-
tential ‘global talents'. This study investigates how ‘global competences’ and global orien-
tation among returnees change over time after returning to Japan. It focuses particularly
on re-adaptation processes of returnees who were raised under parents’ transnational ed-
ucation strategies aiming at cultivating children’s ‘global competences'.

Based on 7 years of multiple follow-up interviews with four returnees from Los An-
geles who currently enroll in high-ranked universities, the study finds that the returnees’
life trajectories diverge into two patterns: one in which ‘global competences’ are nurtured
and global orientations are increased, and other in which ‘global competences’ are nar-
rowly defined and orientations toward local settlement are heightened. Returnees who
show orientation toward local settlement perceive that skill in English is the only compe-
tence that they acquired abroad and demonstrate hesitancy toward going overseas where
other ‘global competences’ are required. On the other hand, returnees who show orienta-
tion toward global migration display confidence not only with respect to English skills
bur also with respect to other ‘global competences’. Such confidence increases their mo-
tivation to engage in a global field where ‘global competences are highly valued and can
be taken advantage of. The divergence results from their different re-adaptation process-
es: 1) one in which narrowly defined ‘global competences are internalized at school, and
2) one in which opportunities to renew and nurture their ‘global competences’ are pro-
vided through various transnational experiences.

These findings suggest the need to rethink current policies of the project for ‘Promo-
tion of Global Human Resource Development' that put heavy weight on nurturing Eng-
lish skills. The study also suggests the need to increase opportunities for transnational
experiences such as study abroad programs and exchanges with schools overseas in ele-

mentary and secondary years.

Key Words : returnee college students, global competences, global orientation, transna-

tional experiences, follow-up research
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