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Report on the Lexical Prosodic System of Nouns in the Southern Ryukyuan
Yaeyama Miyara Dialect

CELIK Kenan? ASO Reiko® NAKAZAWA Kohei¢
8Language Variation Division, Research Department, NINJAL
bMeio University

°The University of Tokyo

Abstract

In this report, we present the results obtained during remote fieldwork on the lexical prosodic system of the
Southern Ryukyuan Miyara dialect. First, simplex nouns exhibit a two-way tonal contrast between 'falling’
and ‘flat' word-tones, as reported in the previous literature. Second, the tonal pattern of most of the com-
pounds follows the so-called ‘compound rule', whereby the pattern of the whole compound is determined by
the tonal class of its first component. Third, a regular correspondence is found between the tonal classes of
Miyara and the tonal classes (A, B, C) reconstructed for proto-Ryukyuan, i.e., words belonging to the falling
word-tone correspond to class A, whereas words belonging to the flat word-tone correspond to B and C

classes. Lastly, we present the tonal class of 721 nouns.

Keywords: Miyara dialect, Lexical prosodic system, Compound rule
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