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The purpose of this report is to question the situation of tugan tel (mother tongue) of Tatars living in Tashkent, the
capital of Uzbekistan, that is currently aiming to establish the dominance of Uzbek language in purpose of national
integration, namely, uzbekization. Ample studies have focused on conflicts between Russian language that had been
the common language for Soviet citizens with various ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds, and Uzbek language
that has been the only state language of independent Uzbekistan. However, these discussions are prone to dichotomic.
Since Uzbekistan is a multiethnic country, it is much difficult to clarify the various aspects of languages of Uzbekistan
with dichotomic discussions; minority languages should not be ignored. Based on analysis on the results of socio-
linguistic individual interviews with survey questionnaires concluded by the author, this report demonstrates that (1)
a kind of backlash against Uzbek language is being widespread especially to Tatars in young generation due to rapid
expand of Uzbek language. They, (2) the young generation born after the independence tends to acquire Uzbek
language in high level. Also, for those who has acquired with the state language, (3) Tatar language is becoming one
of the closest languages; that is, Tatar language is chosen as a tool to show own ethnicity against uzbekization.
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