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A report on the no-sentences a mother used on her infants/toddlers

Mika NAGASU

Abstract

Focusing on the no-sentences (sentences ending with particle “no”) mothers
are often seen using on their infants and toddlers, this paper has analyzed the
conversational data between a mother and her children (elder son T and younger sister
A,) surveying and analyzing changes in the mother’s usage of no-sentences as the
children grew older. The survey and analysis have revealed that while over 70% of
the no-sentences the mother used around T’s first birthday were about T’s inner world
and behavior, this usage decreased to 40% by his second birthday, and after that, over
50% of the no-sentences were about subjects that the mother and T were both focusing
on and talked about. Analysis of the mother’s no-sentences to child T and child A
who were in the same place has revealed that the mother was using the no-sentences
in different ways according to the level of the children’s development, who were 27
months apart. This paper has come to a hypothesis that this happens as mothers at
this stage are inclined to empathize with their children, trying to see things from their
perspective and psychological state, thus using the no-sentences as one of the means
to do so.
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