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KAKEHASHI Project is:

- A program launched by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan in 2013.

- Its goal is to promote a cultural exchange between Japan and other countries,

selecting participants who are expected to play active and important roles in

various fields in their prospective future. The North American program is called the

“Kakehashi Project” (“bridge” in Japanese) and was created to promote an

understanding of Japanese culture and society in order to better enhance

diplomatic relations between Japan and U.S.

- Our visiting program is organized by JICE (Japan International Cooperation Center)

in cooperation with the AJC (American Jewish Committee), and was coordinated by

Mrs. Barbara Kilkka, Field Director of YFU (Youth For Understanding), USA.

Satoko Kamoshida (Leader, Post-doctoral researcher, The University of Tokyo)

Jewish languages and collective memories (Yiddish and other Jewish languages)

Masahiro Shida (Leader, Post-doctoral researcher, Waseda University)

Nahmanides and medieval Jewish polemical literature against Christianity

Hisashi Shigematsu (Doctoral student, The University of Tokyo)

History of antisemitism and the Holocaust in Lithuania

Taiji Abe (Post-doctoral researcher, Doshisha University)

Business Administration, Economics

Tetsu Kitamura (Post-doctoral researcher, Doshisha University)

Prophecy in the history of ancient Israel

Kotaro Hiraoka (Post-doctoral researcher, Doshisha University)

Jewish theocracy and Martin Buber

Yuta Inuzuka (Undergraduate student, The University of Tokyo)

Contemporary Jewish thought and religious Zionism

Hideharu Shimada (Post-doctoral researcher, Kokugakuin University)

History of the Jewish people under Islamic Dynasties in the Middle ages

Anri Ishiguro (Post-doctoral researcher, Doshisha University)

History of Zionist thought in America and American Jewish Women’s Identity

Naoki Mukai (Special research fellow, Kyoto University)

Jewish Historiography, Modern Jewish Thought
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Temple Israel of Hollywood by Anri Ishiguro

KAKEHASHI Project 2019

On the first day of our trip, we visited Temple Israel of Hollywood to meet with Rabbi John L.

Rosove who has been a senior rabbi since 1988. He is also the former national chair of the

Association of Reform Zionists of America and the co-chair of the Rabbinic and Cantorial

Cabinet of J Street.

It was an enlightening opportunity for me to meet with Rabbi Rosove because I am interested

in topics related to the relationship between Americanized Judaism and Zionism.

Essentially, certain fundamental aspects of Judaism seem to be in complete opposition with

the notion of Zionism. However, according to Rabbi Rosove, the term, Zionism, which is not

the same as political Zionism, has never been abandoned. Although they criticize some of the

positions of the State of Israel, American Jews have never given up loving and helping the

people of Israel. The meeting with him was a wonderful opportunity for us to confirm that

there are multiple evolving trends in the conception of Zionism, even within Reform Judaism

itself.

We are grateful for Rabbi Rosove and the congregation’s warm hospitality. He served

refreshments during the meeting and he gave us each a copy of his latest book, Why Judaism

Matters. He signed and wrote a short message in each copy. During our meeting, we were

moved by his personality. His deeds made us remember the message of Pirkei Avot 1:12.

I enjoyed reading his book. Lessons such as how different generations have different ideas

and attitudes toward the State of Israel can be learned from his book. In the Temple Israel of

Hollywood, there are exhibition cases that are relevant to Zionism and Zionist figures and

painters. Unfortunately, we did not have enough time to see all of them, nor did we have

enough time to go to the synagogue.

This Reform Synagogue is well-known because Martin Luther King Jr. gave a rousing speech

from the Bima to the congregationin 1965. I would like to visit the synagogue again.
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We would like to thank Rabbi Rosove for mentioning our meeting in his blog at Times of Israel. 

You can view the questions we asked him on the blog.

(https://rabbijohnrosove.wordpress.com/2019/03/19/10-young-japanese-scholars-of-

judaism-and-jewish-history-visit-los-angeles-times-of-israel-blog-march-19-2019/ )

French ID Card of 

Ze'ev Jabotinsky (1938)
Der Judenstaat by Theodor Herzl

(First Edition, 1896)
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Simon Wiesenthal Center & Museum of Tolerance 
by Hisashi Shigematsu

I had been waiting to visit the Simon Wiesenthal Center (SWC) and Museum of

Tolerance for almost a month. In February, a month before visiting L.A., Dr.

Efraim Zuroff, the director of the SWC office in Jerusalem, visited Tokyo to deliver

a speech about today’s situation of historical memory in Lithuania. After his

speech, we had a conversation and I told him that I was going to visit L.A. He

highly recommended I visit SWC and meet Rabbi Abraham Cooper. This

conversation later became a reality. On the day of our visit, Rabbi Cooper, the

Associate Dean and Director, Global Social Action Agenda of the SWC warmly

welcomed us. So did Rabbi Marvin Hier, the Dean and Founder of the SWC, who

happened to have had his birthday the day before our visit.

Rabbi Cooper gave us general information about the center and Simon Wiesenthal,

who was born in Galicia, East Central Europe in 1908 and survived concentration

camps during the Holocaust. Rabbi Cooper also explained why they could not

overlook hate speech including antisemitic discourse, even though it seemed to

not be such a serious problem. Moreover, he mentioned some recent examples of

antisemitism in East Asia.

After meeting with Rabbi Cooper, we visited the Museum of Tolerance, the

educational arm of the SWC. Our museum tour was conducted by a Japanese-

speaking guide, so we could learn about the life of Simon Wiesenthal and the

history of the Holocaust in Japanese. Unfortunately, we did not have enough time

to see all exhibitions in the museum, so I would like to definitely come back to L.A.

and visit the museum again.

Pico Union Project by Naoki Mukai

A former synagogue, once used as a Christian Church, houses today multifaith

congregations. On the site of the Pico Union Project, you can find various non-religious

cultural activities, such as art exhibitions, concerts and a farmers’ market. I am reminded of

the original Greek or its Hebrew equivalent of the word synagogue – “House of Assembly.”

On the cornerstone we saw two numerals. It was laid in 1909 on the Christian calendar,

5669 on the Jewish. It seems to me that it is symbolizing the historical coexistence of

worshippers from both religions. The site was designed originally as a synagogue. After the

original congregation left in 1926, a Welsh church worshipped there until 2012. Under

Christian use, the star of David in stained glasses was never taken away. Today the project

provides space not only for Jewish or Christian services, but also for a Muslim all-women’s

Mosque. People from the neighborhood, be they Caucasian, African American, Latino, or

Asian, assemble and coordinate with each other.

The project was initiated by a Jewish entrepreneur. The

Jewishness there, however, is never insular. In accordance

with Hillel’s golden rule, “Love your neighbor as yourself”,

the site embraces diverse religious, ethnic or secular

activities in the neighborhood, as far as other groups

would be welcome by them. Is it not a modest realization

of the ancient Jewish ideal, “The light unto the nations”

(Isa 49.6 et al.), pursued also by modern reform and

Zionist intellectuals? During our short visit, regrettably, we

could not attend services or events there. On the quiet

site, I felt as if I saw a multifaith-intercultural
kaleidoscope of the future Judaism.
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Dinner at the Consul General’s Residence of 

Japan in Los Angeles by Satoko Kamoshida

On our last evening in Los Angeles, we had a great opportunity to visit the Consul

General’s Residence of Japan in Los Angeles. In a very welcoming atmosphere with

delicious Japanese food, we were invited to make presentations for VIPs from the

Jewish communities in Los Angeles and the Consul General of Japan Mr. Akira Chiba.

Firstly, Masahiro Shida (PhD) talked about “Jewish Studies in Japan: A Brief Survey

(1911-2017)”. He showed how many scholarly papers were published in this field during

these years in Japan. And then I, Satoko Kamoshida (PhD) made a presentation about

the importance of “Jewish Language Education for Non-Jews” in Japan.

In my presentation, I introduced my Yiddish class at the Tokyo University for Foreign

Studies (TUFS) by showing some photos. I asked my students to make presentations

about Yiddish, Jewish culture, history and other Jewish languages. One of the students’

group researched and spoke about Ladino (Judezmo, also called Judeo-Spanish). Then I

briefly introduced my current research theme: Collective memories and languages of

the Jewish people from the Islamic world including Ladino speakers.

In Japan, we don’t have any department for Jewish Studies yet. It has been very hard

for me to continue my Yiddish and Jewish studies there. So, I hope that someone

establishes (or I establish) a department or a center in a representative university in the

future in Japan. We were very honored to be there to introduce ourselves and our

activities.
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Hillel of UCLA and SFSU by Naoki Mukai

On a banner hanging from UCLA Hillel, we found the motto “Home Away from Home”.

According to etymological studies, the Latin word natio was employed in medieval universities to

designate bulks of students from same countries. As Bohemian students gathered at Bohemian

natio of Université de Paris, now Jewish students gather at UCLA Hillel. In contrast to the middle

ages, during which no Jews had been admitted to universities, Jewish students are their own

natio at Hillel.

Hillel is an institute providing students with opportunities to keep in touch with Jewish life on

campus. Though Hillel mainly attracts Jewish students, the door is also open to non-Jews

including ourselves, as we were warmly welcomed by both Hillels at UCLA and SFSU (San

Francisco State University). In fact, we saw non-Jewish staff and students who were also visiting.

Hillel also helps the public to access Jewish life and culture.

It also contributes to reshaping Jews Jewish. We learned from Ms. Rachel Nilson Ralston, the

associate director of SF Hillel, that some Jewish students get access to Jewish society first

through Hillel’s activities. Jewish children from isolated families, often bearing uncertainty of

their Jewishness, could learn their own culture and history through holiday celebrations on

campus or through a trip to Israel/Palestine organized by Hillel. Then a question occurred to me:

Where does the native “home”, for students, especially not so much “Jewish” at their native

homes? Of course State of Israel, a so-called “Jewish national home” is not the only option.

Fortunately, we were guided on our visit to UCLA by Prof. Saba Soomekh, born in a Teherani

Jewish family in Teheran and raised in Los Angeles. She taught us about variations of Jewish

origins in Los Angeles. Jewish students there might come from New York, Miami, Philadelphia or

abroad, and their ancestors might have come from Russia, Germany, Iran or other regions

worldwide. The multitude of Jewish origins from across the Jewish Diaspora makes up Hillel,

their Jewish natio, a home away from home. I feel that we witnessed a healthy development of

a Jewish long-distance nationalism.
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Kashrut: Pico Glatt Mart by Taiji Abe

My research fields are mainly Business Administration and Economics. My current research is

about the “Industrial Aspects of Monotheistic Religions, and Religious Business” (ex. “Kosher
(Kashrut)” certification business, “Ḥalāl” certification business, etc.). The issues of

international consumer acceptability in regard to promoting business in Japan and the export

business in Japan are included in my research topics (ex. Which certificates are

familiar/unfamiliar? ; Which certificates are the most suitable for each business strategy in

each Japanese industry?).
The terms “Kashrut” or “Kosher” are known as Jewish dietary laws. Now, Islamic “Ḥalāl” may

be more well-known than Jewish “Kosher” in Japan. Perhaps the Japanese majority still do not

know the term “Kashrut” or “Kosher”. However, Los Angeles and San Francisco in California

where we stayed were different from Japan.

Every day during our stay in California, we were surrounded by Kosher certificates - from the

mineral water that was on the bus the first day of the trip in the United States to the in- flight

meals on the return flight. Most of the food we saw during our stay in Los Angeles and San

Francisco were Kosher-certified products; however, most of these were pre-packaged products

and were different from the meals provided in restaurants.

We visited “Pico Glatt Mart”, a Jewish supermarket in Los Angeles. There were many types of

Kosher certified products. In addition, not only the products but also the store itself has

received “OK” Kosher certification. The validity of this certificate seems to be half a year. The

examiner of the “OK” certificate comes once every half a year to check the condition of the

store. This inspected store was selling fresh food such as meat and fish. However, the

administrator of the fresh food section of the store said that for Passover it is not profitable

and that they are not thinking about getting certified for Passover. This means that the section

will be closed during Passover.

The Kosher certificates that are well-known around the world are “OU (New York, US),” “OK

(New York, US)” and “KLBD (London, UK)”. However, the Kosher certificates we have seen in

Los Angeles and San Francisco outnumber just these certifications. We have seen a wide variety

of Kosher certificates, including those given by agencies in New York.

The Jewish communities in California, such as the synagogues we visited, showed certain

trends regarding the acceptability of Kosher certificates. The certificates adopted by many of

the Jewish communities included not only the world-famous Kosher certificates (New York’s),

but also the local Kosher certificates (New Jersey’s, Los Angeles’s, etc.; in particular, we have

seen that New Jersey’s was adopted by some Jewish communities in California). I explained

briefly these differences to the Consul-General of Japan, at the JCC in San Francisco.

We visited not only Jewish facilities but also stores, accommodation facilities, and university

stores (UCLA and UC Berkley) in the city, but there were more varieties available at these

places than just the above-mentioned Kosher certificates. The Kosher certified products that

we have seen in California are overwhelmingly American Kosher, which is known both locally

and worldwide, as well as partially Canadian Kosher. Not only Jews but also Muslims have been
around Kosher products. However, there have been few ḥalāl certified products. I felt that

there was a gap between Japan’s promotion of ḥalāl and the situation in the US (of course, I

know that the business targets are different).

Although the locations we visited were limited this time, if this survey is continued, it will be

possible to clarify the regional differences on the acceptability of the kosher certificate. I am

convinced that the information from such surveys would prove to be essential in developing a

business strategy for selling Japanese products to the United States as well as selling to

Americans visiting to Japan.

KAKEHASHI Project 2019
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Wilshire Boulevard Temple by Kotaro Hiraoka

On the 2nd day of our trip, we visited Wilshire Boulevard Temple in

Los Angeles. The congregation of the temple, B’nai B’rith, was founded

in 1862 and is the oldest Jewish congregation in LA. Rabbi Susan Nanus

showed us around the Magnin Sanctuary of Wilshire Boulevard Temple.

The term "magnificent" came to mind when I visited the sanctuary.

The long history of the theater was apparent. The historical mural

paintings, ranging from those depicting Abraham to those depicting the

discovery of the New World, decorate the inner wall of the sanctuary,

which is shaped like a dome. Because of the problem of idolatry, it is

very unusual that mural paintings are found in a synagogue. There

were also people who were opposed to introducing mural paintings into

this sanctuary. Finally, Hugo Ballin, an art director in the movie

industry, fulfilled the vision of Rabbi Magnin. The murals would offer

visual stimulation to a diverse congregation of members.

We heard from Rabbi Susan Nanus about the program for conversion

to Judaism in eight weeks, called “Choosing Judaism at Wilshire

Boulevard Temple.” This program was prepared for busy people who

live a 21st century life.

On the wall of a classroom, I saw proverbs and sayings from Jewish literature: “Learning is

Sacred,” “We are responsible for One Another,” and so on. During a one-week stay on the West

Coast, I frequently heard the word “Education” at almost every place that we visited, sometimes

from Jewish rabbis and at other times from Jewish scholars. Thus, I was curious to learn how

Jewish education is actually carried out in schools. Milken Community Schools, a famous Jewish

day school in Los Angeles, was one of the most impressive places for me. My experience there was

much more than what I had expected. After a stimulating discussion/meeting on the education

programs of the school, we went to a class at the middle school with Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein. I

asked him how students were educated about ethics (musar in Hebrew) in the class. I wanted to

know about how Jewish education teaches ethics in middle school because in Japan there have

been controversies involving the instruction of ethics with values of a specific religion in public

schools. His answer was that learning ethics is a combination of deeds and ideas: Although many

important ethical ideas are expressed in the traditional Jewish teachings, every student should

understand them in the context of contemporary circumstances of where he/she lives. In the class

students tried to discuss certain social topics such as the ‘death penalty’ and ‘types of peoples’. I

realized that through discussion on social themes they would understand these Jewish ethical

values by connecting them with their actual concerns. They always consider matters through their

real life experience. After visiting the Middle School, we went to a high school class and heard an

interesting lecture on Jewish music by three students. According to Rabbi Gordon Bernat-Kunin,

the student’s teacher, the class prepared their presentations over two months. As a lecturer in

Japanese universities, I was given many practical suggestions.

On a different day, at the dinner with AJC ACCESS members (young professionals) in San

Francisco, I talked with others who graduated from similar Jewish day schools. They shared that

they received a good and honest education, and appreciated perspectives they gained regarding

Jewish life in cultural, religious and social diversities on the West Coast. Jewish education like at

Milken Jewish day school, I believe, is meant to educate young Jews to respect the Jewish

tradition and to respect others not only from the Jewish communities but also from different

religious and ethnic backgrounds. This visit was a wonderful experience for me.

Milken Community Schools by Masahiro Shida
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Purim at Peninsula Sinai Congregation

On the evening of March 20, after our flight had arrived at San Francisco Airport, we visited

the Peninsula Sinai Congregation in Foster City, which had started as a conservative

synagogue in 1979, to participate in the Purim celebration. Some of us were even dressed in

Purim costumes.

We are most grateful for their wonderful hospitality, which ensured we experienced a

breathtaking Purim celebration. First, the Purim celebration for children was particularly

joyous and fun The synagogue had organized various interesting programs including mask

painting for children. During the Purim party, our delegation enjoyed having conversations

with members of the congregation.

Subsequently, late in the evening, it was time to read the Megillah. We were very touched

when Dr. Yedida Kanfer, who is a very gifted person, read the Megillah. Her reading made

that night even more special. Indeed, we felt that the tradition of Jewish spirit and culture

was being transmitted to the next generation through this service. It was an especially

unforgettable and moving night for Dr. Satoko Kamoshida, who is a friend of Dr. Kanfer.

Furthermore, Rabbi Corey Helfand and Mr. Steve Lipman, a member of the congregation,

showed us three Torah scrolls. One was fairly new. Thereafter, they told us the special story

of the great journey of the Torah scroll. One of the Torah scrolls came from a village, called

Olomouc (Czech Republic), and had escaped the threat of the Nazis. It was taken to Prague

in 1942 and was later taken to London. Finally, it came to be at the Peninsula Sinai

Congregation in Foster City. We were impressed with the Jewish people’s aspirations and

passions to protect the Torah scroll. Finally, in 2017, the historic Torah scroll was taken back

to its home in the Czech Republic. We were touched by this moving story and the hearts of

the people involved. That night, we learned about the power of the desire to transmit

culture, faith, and knowledge to the next generation. We hope to come back to Peninsula

Sinai to participate in a regular service in the near future. We really appreciate our

incredible experience! We will never forget their warm hospitality.

You can read about the journey of the Torah scroll on the website below:

(https://abc7news.com/200-year-old-torah-leaves-bay-area-returns-home-to-czech-

republic/2545773/ ).



9KAKEHASHI Project 2019

Congregation Emanu-El by Tetsu Kitamura

We visited Congregation Emanu-El, and Rabbi Ryan Bauer

welcomed us and kindly explained the history of the Congregation.

Congregation Emanu-El was established in 1850 after the Gold Rush

by people from the East Coast. Levi Strauss, the founder of the

world-famous jeans company Levi’s, was also a member.

Personally, I was impressed by the playing space and playground

equipment outside the building. Seeing it gave me a kind of Déjà vu.

I recalled a certain memory of visiting a church and realized that

the impression of Déjà vu was from that memory. I am not Christian

but I do belong to my university’s Faculty of Theology, therefore I

am quite familiar with the site of playing spaces and playground

equipment in religious buildings. I also came across a card which

introduced the “Jewish Baby Network,” which connects Jewish

families expecting or bringing up babies to the synagogues in the

Bay Area, including Congregation Emanu-El. The card made me

realize the importance of the social function of synagogues. The

other day, we visited a Jewish school, and they emphasized that it is

important not only to recognize their roots in Judaism but also to

identify themselves as a part of the U.S. Whilst my experiences

were really limited, they were beneficial because they provided me

a chance to learn about American Judaism in some social contexts.

For me, visiting Congregation Emanu-El was such an important part

of this delegation.

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Central 

Pacific Regional Office by Hisashi Shigematsu

I think that we all paid attention and listened to the presentation given by Vlad Khaykin,

the Associate Director of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL). Vlad shared with us statistics

of hate crimes and hate incidents, and the results of the “ADL Global 100”, the survey

which the ADL conducted in 100 countries since 2014. We were surprised by the shocking

statistics showing that 25 million Japanese people (about 23% of the total adult population

of the country) and more than one billion people in the world (about 26% of the total adult

population of countries surveyed) harbor antisemitic attitudes. He explained that there are

some correlations between antisemitism, average educational levels and what percentage

of a population is Jewish in the surveyed countries. According to him, countries with more

Jewish people and higher educational standards are less antisemitic. As we all are engaged

in the field of education, we strongly agreed that education is important to combat

prejudice and stereotypes.

What I was most interested in was his comment that so-called “positive antisemitism” was

also problematic, because it reinforces certain types of stereotypes. I feel that the myth of

“wealthy and smart Jews” is still quite strong in Japan, and I strongly believe that we

Japanese scholars who specialize in Jewish studies and related fields have a responsibility

to tackle such problems.
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The Contemporary Jewish Museum by Satoko Kamoshida

On a beautiful sunny day, we visited the Contemporary Jewish Museum in San Francisco. There I

enjoyed a special tour by Ms. Cara Buchalter, the School Programs Manager. Her way of teaching

was very impressive.

Firstly, she explained about the building of the museum which was antique and modernized, and

told us about the history of the city starting from the Gold Rush era. The main building was the

former Pacific Gas & Electric Jessie Street Substation, originally built in 1881 and rebuilt in 1907

after the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake. And then a hundred years later, the famous architect

Daniel Libeskind redesigned it and put the letters “chet” and “yud” on the top of the building in

2008. These two letters mean “L’Chaim (To Life)” in Hebrew.

When I heard about its reconstruction after the earthquake, I recalled the Loma Prieta earthquake

in 1989. When I was around ten years old, I heard about the earthquake in San Francisco on TV

newscasts with my father. My father told me that on the other side of the Pacific Ocean, they had

a huge earthquake. I was very sad and surprised to know that the people in the United States also

had earthquakes. This natural disaster taught me that the people in the United States and I were

living on the same earth. 30 years later, I became conscious again of the fact that San Francisco

and Tokyo were close and both of us were on the Pacific Plate.

Inside of the museum, I saw the exhibition “Lew the Jew and His Circle: Origins of American

Tattoo,” on Jewish tattoos. In Japan, tattoos are taboo. However, I discovered that tattoos depict

a tattoo holders’ life. Cara explained this to us, and also talked about the cultural background of

tattoos. Afterwards, she showed us the other exhibition “Show Me as I Want to Be Seen.” It was

very impressive. As a Japanese person who speaks Yiddish and Hebrew, and who has a husband and

two children, I am overall a very happy person. However, I can honestly say that there are days,

sometimes years, when it’s a struggle; I feel isolated. I have tried to pretend to be “a usual

Japanese mother” but I found this to be difficult and uncomfortable. This exhibition taught me that

I should and could live as I want. After coming back to Tokyo, my children told me after seeing

Cara in a photo, “Satoko, you are similar to her in some ways”. It made me happy.

Urban Adamah

Urban Adamah is a Jewish farm in Berkeley which functions as a

community center for not only Jews but also the local residents. This

farm was built with four values: Jewish Tradition, Social Action,

Sustainable Agriculture and Mindfulness. These values enable the farm to

carry out various activities and to educate children through nature. On

our trip, we learned how they grow vegetables, cultivate fish, and raise

chickens and goats. We also learned how they build a sense of

inclusiveness in the area. In addition to vegetable fields, there are great

gathering places. These include a beautiful gathering building for some

activities, prayer and religious ceremonies, a small kitchen for Jewish

festivals (the day before we visited, they baked Hamantaschen for

Purim!) and a playground with fruit trees. The most amazing thing is

that 90% of their products are given to people around the area! This idea

comes from the concept of “tithe” in the Hebrew Bible. The rest of the

products are used for their activities. Indeed, this farm is a new

challenging project run by American Jews. It is clear that the farm will

build a bridge between Jews and local people.
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Shabbat Evening Service (Congregation Beth El) & 

Shabbat Morning Service

(Congregation Kol Emeth at Oshman Family Jewish 

Community Center) by Yuta Inuzuka

It was a great opportunity to attend Reform-Style Shabbat Services in San Francisco. At

the Friday Evening Service at Congregation Beth El, we saw Jewish men and women of

all ages with musical instruments chanting in a big circle. It was my first time joining a

Reform Shabbat service and I was so surprised that they were sitting in a circle and did

not look at the Torah Ark. It was totally different from what I saw in a conservative

Synagogue in Israel. According to the Rabbi of that Congregation, it is because they

regard their relationships with other members as one of the most important things.

Although we did not have so much time, we also joined the dinner and enjoyed talking

with them.

At the Saturday Morning Service, there were various services other than the usual

prayer service on Shabbat. These were; (1) Contemplative Service (2) Prayer Class for

Kids (3) Group Torah Reading; Havruta (Literary meaning is “Fellowship.” This is the

traditional way of studying Jewish texts in pairs. They study together and discuss how

they can understand verses and apply them to their life) between Adults and Kids (4)

Morning Torah Study …etc. I had never seen such a diverse and interesting Shabbat

program in my life. Those who were present in the study classes, even though children,

actively discussed their religion, practices, and identity. This kind of discussion hardly

occurs in Japan, so I was really impressed. Moreover, we had a good conversation with

Prof. Charlotte Fonrobert of Stanford University (Taube Center for Jewish Studies). I

hope there will be good academic relationships between the United States and Japan in

the future, especially in Jewish Studies.
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Los Angeles

- Skirball Museum

- Temple Israel of Hollywood

- Hebrew Union College Los Angeles

- Wilshire Boulevard Temple

- Pico Union Project

- Simon Wiesenthal Center & Museum of Tolerance

- Dinner at the Consul General’s Residence of Japan in Los Angeles 

- UCLA Hillel

- Milken Community Schools

- Pico Glatt Mart

San Francisco

- Peninsula Sinai Congregation

- Holocaust Center

- Congregation Emanu-El

- The Contemporary Jewish Museum 

- San Francisco Jewish Community Center

- San Francisco State University Hillel

- Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Central Pacific Regional Office 

- Lehrhaus Judaica

- Urban Adamah

- Congregation Beth El

- Congregation Kol Emeth at Oshman Family Jewish Community Center
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