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What is special in being special to someone we love: The value of

mutual love
Tatsuya Murayama (T ohoku University)

(2020411 A 29 H%Fs, 2020412 A 29 H 52 #)

Although being loved by someone we love is generally acknowledged as having special value, what that

value is and from whence it derives remain unclear. As described herein, the author suggests two constitu-

ents of the special value of mutual love: the very nature of love, i.e., becoming happy by the happiness of

one’s beloved; and a mutual recognition between lovers of this becoming happy by the happiness of one an-

other.

After posing the question of the value of mutual love, the love-emotion relation is examined and defined

in terms of relevant emotions. From this definition, the author examines a Union View of Love, inferring

that this view clarifies neither the specificity nor origin of the value of mutual love. Finally, the author pro-

poses the Echo View, explaining mutual love’s value by the nature of love and by lovers’ mutual recognition

of their happiness, with some additional remarks about relevant issues.

Key words: love, emotion view of love, union view of love, valence, happiness
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