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The present research investigated the relationships between interpersonal impressions and where and

how long participants looked at different regions of faces. In so doing, we recorded the eye movements to

examine participants’ observational behaviors. The results of Experiment 1 showed that similar observational

behaviors (e.g. mainly looked at the nose) were observed regardless of face or impression rating task. The

results also showed that despite similar observational behaviors, the amounts of time participants looked at

different regions of faces significantly affect impression ratings. On the basis of this finding, we hypothesized

that we could manipulate the impressions of faces by forcing participants to look at a particular region of the

faces. We tested this hypothesis in Experiment 2. In Experiment 2, participants were presented a cropped

picture of a face (e.g., only a nose was shown) for the first 3.5 seconds followed by the complete picture of the

same face for 1.4 seconds (with 0.1 second of a morphing movie in between) in one trial. The results partly

supported our hypothesis in that there were significant interactions effects between the forced regions and the

amounts of time participants looked at different regions of faces on impression ratings.
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