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Growing network of food and people in Christchurch, New Zealand:
Measures and current status towards “Edible Garden City”

ik R
Naomi Shimpo *

The increasing severity of food crisis and social isolation and loneliness has spurred interest in the concept of the
“edible city”, which seeks to address these challenges by fostering community engagement and promoting sustainable
local food systems. This report delves into Christchurch, New Zealand, which aims to transform into an “edible
garden city,” providing insights into its policies and current status. Analysis of official documentation reveals a
concerted effort to promote various initiatives such as home gardens, community gardens, food foraging, edible parks,
school gardens, and farmers markets. Additionally, field survey has uncovered the cultivation of food and foraging
activities in public spaces, contributing to the development of inclusive communities.
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