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Experimental investigations on cultural transmission with the virtual arrowhead

task

Yo Nakawake

School of Economics and Management, Kochi University of Technology

Behavioural experiments is one of the major approaches in cultural evolution along with
mathematical modelling and analyzing cultural materials. The example of experiment ranges
from field experiments, laboratory experiments to developmental studies comparing
children’s and adult’s cognition. Among these studies, one of the experimental paradigms
especially relevant to the current project of “Cultural History of Paleo Asia” is the virtual
arrowhead task developed by Dr Alex Mesoudi. Here, this report briefly reviews a series of
experiments adopting the virtual arrowhead task. Furthermore, the report includes a summary
of our recent experiment adopting the virtual arrow head task conducted as part of PaleoAsia

project.
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