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Does nature take revenge? A quantitative analysis of Japanese folklore on
supernatural revenges
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Abstract. According to the moralizing god hypothesis, belief in a supernatural agent or broad supernatural
punishment can sustain human cooperation; and thus, such belief drives human social complexity. Numerous
studies, including a systematic analysis, have investigated supernatural punishment against those who have harmed
other humans; however, supernatural punishment toward those who have harmed nature have been scarcely studied
quantitatively. Such belief might help solve environment problems or contribute to sustainable development of
local community. Here, we analyzed items related to ‘tatari’ (supernatural revenge) recorded in the Japanese
folklore database. The results indicated that words related to nature (e.g., tree, animals, mountain gods) frequently
appeared together with ‘tatari’. Further, the results also suggested that punishment is likely to given to a larger unit
(e.g., family/house) rather than a single individual. The results supported that retributive characteristic of nature
are contained in Japanese folklore on ‘tatari.’
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FRMT 24TV, HEEDOBE 245 LTz, TRRBSRMRAT
({21 Python D7 4 7 F U Th % spaCy(3.4.1)F &
N GINZA(5.1.2) % W 2. WROBRRICF 5 L7
WBhEhFA 22 EOFEIZA by U — K& LUTHER
RBRINOERI LTz, BRI T T VICEE

LRIO (72720122 V180 ) OFEEREL a— Rk —
HE LW DIX, FERRIZ OB YFSCFIN 5 8 BT SCAR ST
EERVEH], @5 LOERNXICE TR T ARWEGINH D
7=,

D HERITEERA L CHEE L.

HE T CE A BALICHFEO IR E 2 3R 72,
F PR EFEEZI O NI T 501, Ak
BEFOERy U =212, HLEHEE LT
e LIAMBEANE T 7L LTUTFTOX
v NI — 7R EOREERE LT

c WERHRLE C REE D SE (o ) — R EE Lo
NS TWD) — RIFEE < G-l 2 Fai
SO fthd 2 — REE OB R B2 H
5/ — FIE EF < -4 5 et

* PageRank [12] : F.00972 7 — RIZ272 03> T
5/ — FIE Em < G4 5 fats

3. R
31. BEEDOHE

AEOMEE AZF LITR L. L CRE L
ko, BSMTHD TAR/KRA] Ty THyE/
W &V e BRENS FZERIZ BALICHBIL T
2. F£7, TR B L CTERH IR 2R LT
LA LEENDLOD, B NBARE
%f#-&ﬁ#é&gﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁémﬁﬁ@
> 72,

B OHEEAFR2ITR L. 825 XRbE
<, kA1 DWW TE o7z, ZiuiZZ Viz
BT DA, T4 X VLo THRENRREAEL,
LD Z Ll Lo TR END | 72 LIiE THES
NTWHHEDIfEER2H5E 2 TEBND] £V D
BANTINBNZ L ERLTWAD, £, 3]
B4 BEOWICEL, ZX2VDOIPEL LT
L N OFKEN, XY DFERLE LTHE
(RFE « L) DSV L EBRBLTWA &
EZHLD.

3.2. &N

LFADOHE ST OREREZK 1 IR Lz,

&2 B VRAEIZBWCIE 5] 37 8
ThHY, I1] R HR Vo EENBIE L
TWAZ ENbns. T3] I L THERUR
NEMBLIZEZA, ERBEDERTLAD
HHN TFZH TFDANDFE] Lo T-FiEo—
HEZBET 2B THWLND 7 —ANEL,
2 HY DOWEEZIT DR THIHBENEZ N
LR SN

A2 BEITEETHD i) <2 ) Tk
D] TR EWVo7=38iX My Nl TRy &
Wo B BT 27— ARNE o7, —
g5, IRy TR 7B E oENn £ <
<, BEMOZ X ) IR 28T IVICEF
D TREMEDN R X T

2 G ORE (TRIOHDGHTNRADIEL )
M (TFEAR Lz OB b DIZT D)) ERH-o

.
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[ASCRREE Ay C a8 o v R Yy 4] 202248 12

&1 SR VEKICEITHHEHE (BFH)

B HiZE M JEfT HiZE il JIEAL HiFE B JIEAL HiZE BEE
1 [N RN 916 16 5 100 31 KAy 59 46 R 44
2 E3 411 17 L/ 94 32 =04 59 47 bl 43
3 [ PN 298 18 7K 88 33 5 58 48 Hh 43
4 wh 253 19 )i 87 34 St 58 49 Fieiar 42
5 KRIKA 243 20 A 82 35 i 57 50 E 40
6 TR 196 21 o 79 36 PN 57 51 i 39
7 1l 173 22 HWHRATHE 79 37 A 53 52 RO S 39
8 R 171 23 H 75 38 E} 49 53 i 39
9 T 169 24 il 71 39 pil 48 54 e 38
10 1L A/ e s/ H Ao 161 25 % 68 40 £) 47 55 i 37
11 Fa) 149 26 < 64 41 o 46 56 N 37
12 B/ 149 27 e 64 42 & 46 57 53 37
13 FRAL/ AL 145 28 i 63 43 5] 46 58 20 37
14 EAECE Ao fwe Ik 140 29 ik 63 44 il 46 59 EA 36
15 AN 124 30 S 62 45 & 45 60 EH 36

&2 FHVEBEKICHEITHEHE (BF)

gz HiFE BREE JIEfsL Hag BREE JIEfL HAE AHEE
1 94 489 11 Ffo 65 21 fEde 44
2 (%) 338 12 Hir 62 22 AND 44
3 FEH 281 13 Bno 62 23 Bl R 43
4 Can 224 14 ERA) 61 24 ihea 41
5 o 188 15 f= ) 58 25 %bH5 39
6 BT 103 16 % 56 26 i 36
7 5 94 17 W 2 49 27 el b 36
8 1E% 76 18 )5 %) 48 28 =5 35
9 A% 71 19 w5 47 29 Wz % 34
10 fEie 68 20 < 47 30 E/7Ra) 33

HL D
1T}/ o

B%
!*
i ® Bk

n

M1 2421 mRICBT2BFAOHKERY FT—2

(& 21| ZBRD- HEBBEE 50 DL EOHEEICOWT, HEN 14 U EOEE. «3EHRoHEL RS

Lizbo (1)
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K3 HEIFVERELHKELOTVEGE (L2104

I/ K R h i b8

Tz * 93 Tele v * 26 Tz * 97 Tele v * 60 iz * 36
3 28 KIKA 17 F 35 % 16 Fits fi 15
/78 25 i 14 KIRA 24 i 14 £ 15
i} 17 (L 10 A 24 T 14 tfl/ AL 7
KRIRA 15 53 8 Hhkt/AL 23 i 12 R/ 7
i 14 L1 oo 6 (LD 22 Tk 11 il 6
A 14 % 5 Ip3 19 et/ 4t 10 FiFifi 5
7K 12 Q) 5 /7 16 Ax 9 T/ 5
Zai 12 w 4 i 14 & 8 % 4
e 11 Haxt 4 AN 12 JI 8 IRk 4

4 2y bT—ORMEEREICE 5 L AIEE

HEROHFEEHR A LIZb O (R1ZH)

B LA A PageRank
% 1.00 % 0.53 % 0.08
it 0.77 it % 0.27 FEMa 0.06
BEd 0.73 FEd 0.26 it % 0.06
9 0.51 ARIRA 0.08 e 0.04
H2 0.40 S 0.07 Ha 0.03
K/ A% 0.38 F/E%E A% 0.05 ARIRAK 0.03
AK/KAK 0.38 H 2 0.04 K/ A%E 0.03
Bl 0.35 PN 0.04 i 0.02
AN 0.33 e 0.03 [N 0.02
k] 0.29 T/ 0.03 el 0.02
H 0.24 i 0.03 1N 0.02
FiiEawaan 0.23 Ex 0.02 Ik 0.02
/7t 0.22 il 0.02 LR SWE S 0.02
T2 0.20 EA 0.02 £+ 0.01
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FZC Mg L T [52) Lo Z X2 U0
ERERY S BFELEAFT LI L TV EE AL
10 2% 31TR L.

Mg/ ke ) (2> Ty T TA/
KR EVo 72K E WS TBREBE L O
TN L AT TR i2oWnTix TR/
KA TRy T 72 &, (UARICEED 558 & o3t
AR, T 2oV, RWk*J
L /AR | & o 72 IR0 R 5 3E
Tt TH S Ttk twvwo7=3EL b

LT

—HT, TE#) conTiE TRy R 15,
TAx ] o FERIZE D 558 L o LER
%<, k%%%@ia@ﬁﬂkﬁJ%FMJ&
@i@ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&#ot.%hﬂowfﬁfm
fir) 2 Thhtt) E Vo -RaeHEME DEH Y D
boHeEL b, Tl THER Vo lziEb it
i ij’o D, FEIRSECREENFEL LTOIM
LEIETHEME LCOMDBENEEND =
LR ENT.

Zlnj JJDX_@J:J?BE.&’)T_ t/\ﬁ?%‘fﬁ‘b\, *
v NU— 7 OFLERIEAZ RS (F4). KK
FROLME - S HRULE - PageRank DU AL HLL
PEFREIC IRV T S T3] [38¥a) ks 23 BN
SMIZEENTEY, ZhonZ ¥ VGAEDH
‘LP ﬁiﬁ%‘ﬂﬂf&)é ki))bb‘/)f:_ if\_, *EMJ:E

WL > TEDORRENTH D H OO EALHGEDIA
fLliZ oV TCikBkirh—E L TRy, HEEED
HOERTHH-T-.

4. EX
KWFFETIY, T —F_X—R2AEZHAW-FHEN S
Wizl TEZ VGERICBWTIT RET5H
%ﬁj%i%?éiﬁ&%ﬂﬁ@%?%é:k
BRIMENE. Zhbik ZOBRBICET D
[ AR DS AR )| ZFE %ht%%f T H 5
BREO—FZMEEZ L > THREINTWD Z EAVUR
Xz,
HASITOFERNSIL, TR BNEZ VRED
FULHIZRTFETH Y, XX Y OXERIMENTIE
ZNiF%ﬁJ%F*ﬁkaotmﬁﬁﬂ?&
BHEWHAREME AR LTV, EBNCNE % ik
BUTEREROIE TR THEE) B2 XU Ok5
LB —=ABEERA NN, [ LT
TNHENEORE R TH D DONIHOW T
A% X0 EEICHETT 2 ERD S, BRI
1, FERHE kwf&&)mﬁl%WotA%
&@&&)@%iﬁ@%l_owf a—5 4
VITTBEVNIFERSDIEAD. Fio, XX
VOEDORE ZICHONTY, IR Lvwor-
FLEGRICIREE Ae b D D, THk) W o EE
DLEDOBEIELTEY, ZnHIZHoNTEH a—
FA4U TN THZLickoT, & VK
DL VEEMRHMRIC OB N L EEZOND.
AWFFEDORF & LT, HIBPEDORMENR S 5.
AlENE T2V ) AR FZED#E & LT, T—
HR—=ZNZEENDFEH TR CEYEIH - T
T L. Ll TR - SRR T — &~ —
A TIEEGERIC L > TEBRORISEV DR H

[ASCRREE Ay C a8 o v R Yy 4] 202248 12

52 ENDoTWA[IL]. A1, Zih b il
HBEME - MIE LT bBNETHA .

AWFFEDOFERIL, JLEIAIE B 545 (broad
supernatural punishment) [6]7% A #2123 Dk
FHREREOZ T TIEa <, ABEBREDED
FZoOWTHEHAMERIEETH D Z & 2R
THLOTH D, FRCBEPREO SR O B 2K
%ﬁ@%%mﬁﬁbfwt&woiﬁm&~§
LTWBEWNWHZETHS.

ZIVECTOMAREIMIE TIE, [ETEAREL)
[41\ B8 L C ARSI BT 2 T8 o0&
R, g~ & o S i~ DEKIC
DNTHEHR LTV, TS TR REIE
HEDEB LW BIVIZBWTEETH H A,
— it L BAREREE L DbV IZB W T
iuéﬁ%(%ﬂ@ﬂ&&ﬁmiéﬁm®%
) IZBWTIHLT LB 2R E RS A
AR T Tidel, BHR~OBEED
aRA @ﬁ%%%fioﬁ&&)m%%mbé
L THCHERE LR E b E 2 NS, —
T, &&)mﬁ%ﬁo &i&A%?F@ﬁ
izt LTI ARSFRICE < FIREEDR & 5.
Amﬁm®7ﬁ®&é¢fk&ﬂ&@i9 a4
ZY LIV ENEDITTEDL LTWENZTOWN
TIHEBDIEE T TR, AT 4E LT
DIEERROBEP L LM LT LB
HHTEAS.

AR TR ERE L OBDL Y OBEND
BREfEAE S LZ. 29 LT-BEEEICH S
7O THERT DI LT, HREZMERL- BT
DEHRBIED, AR EHBETS )
A CHRR IR E G52 T NDAREMENRD 5.

SHEE
ARuF3EIL JSPS Bl E 22K18150 OBk % =
7D THD.
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