
Abstract

 247

Psychological Research on the Assembly of the Worldwide 
Okinawan Population: Analyzing the Motivation of 
Participants for Attending “The Fifth WorldWide 
Uchinanchu Festival”

Naoka Maemura
Kobe City University of Foreign Studies

ABSTRACT
Since 1990, Okinawa prefecture has been hosting “The WorldWide Uchinanchu Festival” 
every five years to commemorate those Okinawans who have emigrated from Okinawa in 
the period before and after the war and their descendants, allowing the emigrants to re-
confirm their ethnic identity and make connections among Okinawans from all around the 
world. The number of overseas participants (mostly Okinawan emigrants) who visit Oki-
nawa for the festival has been increasing, reaching more than 5,000 in the latest festival. 
This report is based on a survey undertaken during the fifth festival, held in 2011. The 
main objective of this study was to investigate the participants’ motivation for attending 
the festival and to examine the relationship between their motivation and demographic 
background. The survey included an open-ended item concerning the reason for attending 
the festival, as well as demographic items. The questionnaire was translated into English, 
Portuguese, Spanish, and French. This multilingual questionnaire was distributed during 
the festival, and we received 1045 valid responses (400 males, 637 females, and 8 un-
knowns; mean age, 48.28; SD, 18.72). The qualitative analysis of verbal data for the 
participants’ motivation for attending the festival detected nine major categories of moti-
vation: attachment to Okinawa, interest in the festival, familial matters, and so on. Next, 
we examined the relationship between the motivation for attending and demographic vari-
ables such as sex and generation. The results showed that emigrant participants tended to 
place a great importance on reconfirming their roots or origins; such participants at-
tended the festival considering their strong feelings for Okinawa. On the other hand, 
participants that were current residents of Okinawa Prefecture attended the festival based 
on their networks of friends. Also, males placed an emphasis on pride as an Okinawan, 
whereas females tended to place an emphasis on communication with other Okinawans.
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