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Politics as the Adversary of the Spirit: An Analyss of the Concepts of
Politics and Spirit among the Young Romanian Interwar Intellectuals

OTANI Takashi

History has shown the manner in which the
disapproval of the dominant political class contributed
to the rise of the Legionary Movement, which is the
Romanian fascist movement in which many young
interwar intellectuals or the “Young Generation”
participated. Thus, the present study examines the
relationship between the concepts of politics and spirit
among three members of the Young Generation
(Mircea Eliade, Emil Cioran, and Bucur Tincu), and
discusses how they conceptualized politics and spirit
in relation to one another.

For these purposes, this study first investigates
the notion of “politicianism,” a term popularized by
Constantin Radulescu-Motru within the Romanian
intellectual milieu to describe the exploitation of
public institutions for personal gain. Based on his
cultural philosophy, he criticized modern Romanian
politicians for falling prey to politicianism and blamed
the political corruption on the introduction of Western
European ideas. However, Rddulescu-Motru believed
that the realization of the common good deserved the
title of true politics.

With regard to Mircea Eliade, this study
highlights his antagonism between politics and spirit
as well as his insistence on “the primacy of the
spiritual” when denouncing politics and politicianism.
Moreover, when the Legionary Movement first
emerged, he criticized the movement and simply
categorized it as a political group. However, after
1935, he changed his opinion and praised the
movement as a “spiritual revolution.” Similar to
Eliade, Emil Cioran initially emphasized the antinomy
between politics and spirit, but after witnessing the
rise of Nazi Germany, he published his work
Transfiguration of Romania, in which he advocated
the introduction of radical modernization and a
totalitarian dictatorship in Romania. Finally, Bucur

Tincu also discussed the antagonism between the

concepts of politics and spirit, but he considered the
latter as the essence of Western civilization and the
former as fascism and communism. Based on the
analyses of these young intellectuals, the findings
show how strongly ordinary politics was dismissed
and how widely the “metapolitics” of the spirit
prevailed in interwar Romania.
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