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Jean Wahl’s Thought and the Philosophy of Existence

The Cycle of Transcendence and Immanence

Mari OSHIMI

Since the 1940s, Jean Wahl, a 20th century philosopher, has discussed the philosophy of existence;
however, his work on this topic has not received much critical attention. In this paper, I examine the role
of the philosophy of existence from Wahl's perspective.

Wahl opposes Kierkegaard's and Heidegger's thoughts against traditional philosophy as they
identify the reality in “existence” as immanence. As existence consists of the relation to transcendence,
Kierkegaard and Heidegger return to traditional philosophy that questions transcendence.

Wahl attempts to question the transcendence in existence as a result of the cycle of transcendence
and existence in the philosophy of existence, thereby proposing “transcendental empiricism” as a solution.
Transcendental empiricism questions transcendence in existence wherein reality subsists. As there is a
distance between reality and consciousness, the concept explores “sentiment” as “non-consciousness.”
This is nothing but the return of the search for transcendence to the search for immanence.

This paper posits this “transcendental empiricism” as the prototype of “metaphysical experience”.
According to Wahl, metaphysical experience is the experience of the subject itself, which is the
foundation of its own basis. Therefore, metaphysical experience is one’s own experience, that is
existence, and it is man who himself lives that existence. Finally, the question of transcendence in
existence returns to the question of existence.

Wahl argues that reality can only be captured by this cycle. Alternatively, for Wahl, “reality” is the
“ineffable” that can be glimpsed through the cycle of transcendence and existence.

These ideas of Wahl's fit into neither “existentialism” nor “the philosophy of existence.” Wahl has
a broad awareness of the problem of uniting the immanent with the transcendent and glimpsing the
reality. It can be concluded that Wahl sees the philosophy of existence as an example of the union of

transcendence and immanence.
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