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How Students Define Science and Humanities:
Analysis based on Theoretical Positioning

Sachi OKAMOTO

Center for International Education and Exchange, Osaka University

The division of science and humanities sometimes generates conflicts in our community. To identify a possible gap
between the two areas, I conducted research to elucidate how university students define science and humanities. Forty-two
undergraduate/graduate students were administered a semi-structured interview, and the collected data were analyzed
by qualitative data analysis software. The analysis discovered 7 distinct categories that divided science and humanities:
“target of interest”, “skill”, “nature of knowledge production”, “direction of knowledge production”, “process of thinking”,
“starting point of thinking”, and “end point of thinking.” “Process of thinking” was the most popular category; however,
considerable diversity existed among students’ views. These categorizations also suggested their non-negligible association
with ontologies, epistemologies, and methodologies adopted in academic disciplines. Further analysis revealed that science
was associated with positivism, monism, empiricism, and rationalism, whereas the humanities were linked to interpretivism
and pluralism.
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