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Abstract: Teachers are considered the most important resources that require a significant
amount of time for education and development. However, it is difficult to maintain a balance
between the supply and demand of teachers in the long term because of policy and
administration trends, such as class size standards, in addition to the age structure of the
teaching staff. When the demand for teachers far exceeds the supply, there is a lateral entry
of teachers in schools, and the teaching staff enter the profession through a different route
than the legitimate one. The tensions and conflicts or the distinction between logic and
reality are projected in such cases. The teaching profession should not differ from the
authentic, even though they are so to say from the sideline. This paper introduces and
discusses this issue with the example in Germany as “Seiteneinstieg” or “Quereinstieg,”
where the situation in each state is different under the federal system.

Key Words: legitimate route-lateral entry, teacher education, demand and supply of
teacher, qualification for teacher, Germany
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