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Abstract

This paper examines the triangular relationship between the Thai
government, Japan and the Overseas Chinese in Thailand during the Pacific
War. The Pact of Alliance was agreed upon between Thailand and Japan on
December 11, 1941, immediately after the de-facto occupation of Central
Thailand by the Japanese forces. It remained in effect officially throughout
the war. The Thai-Japanese relationship under the pact can be explained
through four distinct periods. The Thai-Chinese and Japan-Chinese relations
were mainly a dependent variable of the Thai-Japanese relationship.

The first period was from the conclusion of the pact to mid-1942. During
this period Thai leader, Phibul, the premier and the supreme commander,
who had been neutral toward Britain and Japan suddenly became an
enthusiastic supporter of the new order in East Asia led by Japan, expecting
much support and gains from Japan. At this time pro-Japanese movements
of all Asians staying in Thailand were encouraged. The Chinese, who had
been forced to be submissive to the Phibul regime by coercive means but still
supported the Chungking Government before the war, had no choice but to
support the Nanking puppet regime. Japanese forces, intending to make use
of Chinese commercial talent and their labour forces tried to maintain
Chinese organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce, six language group
associations and the newspaper “Tong Guan.” A paternal Japanese attitude
toward the Chinese and Japan’s triumph in the early stage of the war made
the Chinese, disgusted at Phibul’s oppression, move closer to the Japanese to
the extent that Thai leaders felt envious.

The second peried, from mid-1942 to the middle of 1943, is the time
when Phibul, dreaming to build his own mini-empire in Southeast Asia with
Japanese assistance, was disappointed when Japan paid no attention to his
ambitions. Moreover, Japanese imperialistic exploitation of Thai resources
and her colonialistic behavior toward the Thai people created resentment.
Phibul viewed both Japanese and Chinese as troublesome and harmful to
Thai national interests and tried to get rid of both of them. His intention was
manifested in his order to expel both Chinese and Japanese from the six
northern provinces within 20 days in January, 1943. In March, 1943 he also
ordered that only Chinese laborers construct the Thai-Burma Railway
although Japan requested Thai laborers according to the pact of alliance.

The third period started from mid-1943, when the war situation changed
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from the Axis superiority to the Western allies advantage and continued until
the overthrow of the Phibul regime in July, 1944. At that point Thai-
Japanese relations deteriorated considerably. In April, 1944, Phibul
proposed a joint attack against Japanese forces to the Chungking
Government while decreasing his oppressive attitude against the Chinese in
Thailand. He permitted the publication of a pro-Chungking newspaper,
“Thai Hua Siang Po” in October, 1943 and defended it from Japanese
military police suppression. In addition, he conferred decorations on Chinese
leaders in Thailand.

In July, 1944, the Phibul Government losing Japanese support was
felled by the opposition in the Parliament led by Pridi Phanomyong, the
leader of the Free Thai Movement. The new Khuang’s cabinet altered
Phibul’s die-hard attitude against Japan. Sustainment of sovereignty and
minimizing the war damage were the prime concerns of the new government.
They tried to please the Japanese because of anxiety over a possible Japanese
military takeover. At the same time, they abolished most of the measures
which the Phibul regime employed to suppress the Chinese. In the final
stage of the war, anti-Japanese movements led by both the Kuomintang and
Communists took shape. They published a number of underground
newspapers such as Zhenxua Bao, Ching Pao and Zhongguo Ren and
attacked Japanese cooperators, making Chinese merchants distance
themselves from any Japanese relations. :
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