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Mobility Transforms the World
Akira KOHSAKA
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Abstract :

If we define globalization as increasing mobility of goods, money and persons, the history of
human beings is that of globalization. In other words, the globalization accelerated by the infor-
mation and telecommunication (IT) revolution since the 1990s is not the first one, nor the last
one. Enhancing the mobility of goods, the industrial revolution constituted the basis of modern
economic growth in present advanced economies via export-led industrialization, but along with
widening income disparities among economies (Great Divergence). Then, enhancing the mobil-
ity of technology, will the IT revolution constitute the basis of rapid growth in present emerging
market economies via global value chains (GVC), but this time along with narrowing income
disparities (Great Convergence)? We examine how enhanced mobility has changed social and

economic structures in rather long-term perspectives.
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-="" | NORTH AMERICA

(4,000 years ago)

Squash, Sunflower,
Marsh elder

NORTH CHINA
(9,000 years ago)
M:Hel\. Soybeans, Pigs,
Chickens, Water buffalo

| SOUTH CHINA

1 (9,000 years ago)
Rice, Pigs, Chickens,

Water bufialo

i r’ :{‘

SUB-SAHARAN |\ ~ |

AFRICA 7| SOUTHEAST ASIA
CENTRAL MEXICO i) (5,000 years L (date uncertain)
(6,000 years ago) A Sorghum, Millet, Taro, Yams, Sugar cane,
Squash, Maize, Beans Rice, Cattle ‘Coconut, Citrus fruits,

\ SOUTH AMERICA
HIGHLANDS

(5,000 years ago)

SOUTH AMERICA

ago;
Potato, Quinoa, Liamas, LOWLANDS Barley, Wheat, Lentils, Goats,
Alpacas, Guinea pigs {ipoas}ﬁri ago) Sheep, Cattle, Pigs,
Manioc, Sweet potalu Donkeys, Camels, Horses

Rice, Pigs, Chickens

{

SOUTHWEST ASIA 4
(11,000 years )

==

People invented agriculture several times in widely different places. The transition from food
collection to food production is one of the landmark shifts in human history. All dates and
locations are approximate and subject to revision by further archeological work.

HFT : McNeil and McNeil, 2003, Map 2.1, p.27.
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