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Abstract  Japanese universities face globalization and they are forced to take prompt measures in terms of 

international activities. Joetsu University of Education has implemented unique courses named “Studies of 

Overseas Education”. It aims for not only the students who are teachers and but also the students who are 

candidate for teachers. Regarding the course, the authors conducted questionnaire surveys focused on the 

short-term study abroad period. The method of t-test was used to find out the effects of the period. The results 

revealed that (a) students became more interested in newspapers and magazines written in foreign languages and 

(b) students less agree the opinion that every country’s voice depends on its economic condition.  
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1. Introduction 

     It is a critical issue for Japanese universities 

to develop a new educational system which takes 

globalization into account. Only nurturing 

international friendship and goodwill is not enough 

to cope with the present situation of globalization.  

Regarding the international activities occurred 

in Japanese universities, Nakayama (2015) indicates 

as follows: 

➢ Social gatherings for Japanese students and 

international students in their campus and 

tutorial activities by Japanese students  

➢ Lectures and seminars with Non-Japanese 

guests in campus of Japanese students 

➢ Club activities for nurturing international 

friendships 

➢ Activities abroad such as university’s 

short-term language programs organized by 

professors and administrative staff  

➢ Study abroad for exchange students with 

obligation of credit earning  

➢ Study tours and field works as seminar’s 

activities planned and implemented by a 

professor 

International Exchange Center of Joetsu 

University of Education, has implemented as 

international activities, such as long term exchange 

programs with partner universities and short term 

programs for experiencing different culture. In 

addition, it has implemented unique courses named 

“Studies of Overseas Education”. Japanese students 

can earn credits after completing these courses. 

These courses have been for undergraduates, 

graduate students in Master’s Program and graduate 

students in Professional Degree Program. This 

article covers Studies of Overseas Education: 

Republic of Korea implemented in the spring 

semester, 2016.  

 

2. Outline of Studies of Overseas 

Education: Republic of Korea 

    Studies of Overseas Education: ROK is a 

course as an elective subject. It consists of three 

parts: Pre-study period, the short-term study abroad 

period and the post-study period. Originally, 

“Studies of Overseas Education” has some 

destinations: Taiwan, Australia and the United 

States. In 2016, one destination was for one period 

because of the idea that more students could register 

it. Fujitani, Shuto and Hojo (2017) describes that 

the goal of this course is as follows: acquisition of 

rich senses of humanity, deep insights and wide 

perspectives for pedagogues. The goal is also 

described as follows: With short staying in foreign 

countries, the students who are teachers and the 

students who are applicants for teachers have 

chances to experience actual conditions of 
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education in other countries and different cultures 

which influence on the education, and students also 

have chances to understand educational systems and 

contents abroad.  

 

3. Background and Objective 

    In-service/pre-service trainings have been 

implemented not only in Japan, but also around the 

world. Moreover, measurement of the effects of 

pre-service/in-service trainings also has been done 

by some researchers. For example, Fujitani, Muta 

and Ota (2011) measured the effect of in-service 

teacher training program for science education in 

Jordan.  

The objective of this study is to evaluate the 

effects of the part of the short-term study abroad 

period for the students who took the course. 

 

4. Method 

Regarding short-term study abroad period, the 

survey for students was executed. The short-term 

study abroad period was from September 23 to 30 

in 2016. The survey consisted of pre-survey and 

post-survey. Pre-survey was conducted on 

September 23 and the post-survey was conducted 

on September 30.  

In terms of conducting t-test, to compare the 

degree of students’ international understanding 

before the above-mentioned period to the degree of 

their international understanding after the 

above-mentioned period, valid questionnaire 

responses were received from all 9 students 

participating in this course. International 

understanding scale (Suzuki et al., 2000) was 

adapted to this questionnaire inquiry of the survey. 

For the questionnaire inquiry, an evaluation using a 

six-point rating scale was employed.  

 

5. Results and Discussion 

Results of the analyses are as follows (Table 1). 

Regarding items of Q11: I am not interested in 

newspapers and magazines written in foreign    

Table 1: Analysis of Survey on Students' 

International Understandings 

Items
M SD M SD t

Q11 3.25 0.89 2.38 0.74 2.97*
Q18 3.00 1.32 2.00 1.00 2.45*

Pre(N=9) Post(N=9)

 

(*p<.05) 

language, and Q18: I think the opinion that every 

country should speak out depending on its 

economic condition, there is significant difference 

(p<.05) between two groups. From these results, it 

can be said that after this experience abroad, 

students have become more conscious about 

information and opinion from other countries. 

 

6. Future Research Perspectives 

To find the effect caused “Studies of Overseas 

Education” more, the analyses of the surveys for 

other destinations of these courses are needed. 
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