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Inclusive Education System in Denmark:
A Review of Special Schools and Nursery Schools in Fyn and Aarhus Areas

KOREEDA Kiyoji, SUGAWARA Maiko, KAKUTO Chizuko
SUZUKI Sakiko, HASEGAWA Mayumi

Abstract

The philosophy of normalization is said to have originated in Denmark, a country considered to have one of
the most developed Inclusive Education System.

The present study aimed to investigate the Inclusive Education System in Denmark. We went on a fact-
finding tour of schools in Fyn and Aarhus areas in Denmark from March 13 to 17, 2017. The results of this
investigation are summarized in the following three points:

(1) Based on the field survey of special schools in Denmark, we found that all students with special
educational needs undergo a personal Individual Education Program. Furthermore, each school provides the
students with an appropriate and flexible curriculum according to each student’s type and degree of disorder.
(2) Compared to Japan, there is a developed Integrated Community Care System for children with special
educational needs during their infant and early childhood periods. A multifaceted multimodal team of experts
from different professional fields such as pedagogists, clinical psychologists, occupational therapists, and
physical therapists is involved in providing evaluation, advice, and care in their respective field, specifically
for the infant and early childhood periods. (3) The Inclusive Educational System in ordinary schools in
Denmark was very much affected by the 2007 Local Government Reform. We also found two main problems
in the system: First, appropriate education programs for persons with developmental disorder (e.g., Asperger
Syndrome, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders, etc.) are not provided in ordinary schools. Second,
many of the special needs students could not fully adapt to the new education environment resulting from the
Folkskole Act Reform in 2012 and 2014.

The special education system in Denmark comprises education in special schools, special classes, and
ordinary schools. However, problems related to school attendance remain prevalent in Denmark and Japan.
Therefore, the manner in which the system can establish appropriate school attendance among children with

special educational needs remains a critical challenge in Denmark and Japan.

Keywords: Inclusive Education, Special Schools, Denmark
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