
Comparison of risk perception towards food radiation contamination and COVID-19
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Table 2.  Correlations between Radiation Contamination of Food and 
COVID-19 in 2023 (N=700)

Table 1.  12-Year Regression Analysis for Predicting Food Avoidance: 
Standardized Partial Correlation 

Coefficients   
Predicting Food Avoidance. 

Fig. 3.  Structural Equation Modeling of Factors in Avoiding Food and COVID-19 Patients in 2023

Fig. 4. Activities for Gathering Information about Radiation and COVID-19 

Disaster-affected area

Tokyo metropolitan area

Kansai area

•

Predictor variables 6m 1 y 2 y 3 y  4 y 5 y 6 y 7 y 8 y    9 y 10y 11y 12y
（N） (384) (334) (340)

Age -.04
*

-.02 -.07
*

-.03 -.05 -.09
*

-.12
**

-.01 -.08 -.12 ** -.04 -.06 .00
Child (0=none, 1=1 or more ) .04

*

.05
*

.07
*

.04 .05 -.02 .03 .05 .13
***

.10 * .03 .12 * .03
Area of residence .10

***

.13
***

.14
***

.13
***

.13
***

.07 .08
*

.03 .10
*

.09 * .08 .06 .14 **

  (0:Affected area, 1:Tokyo Metroporitan area, 2:Kansai area）

Anxiety(ANX） .57
***

.53 *** .51
***

.54
***

.51
***

.49
***

.49 *** .53 *** .47
***

.43
***

.50
***

.41
***

.48
***

Critical thinking attitude(CT）-.05
**

-.07 *** -.14
***

-.12
***

-.15
***

-.10
**

-.17 *** -.19 *** -.21
***

-.17 *** -.15 *** -.17 ** -.21 **

Anxiety(ANX）×
 Critical thinking attitude(CT）

.07
***

.07
**

.05 .05 .06 .13
***

.04 .06 -.07 .01 .04 .03 .15 **

AdjustedR 2= .33 .30 .28 .31 .28 .29 .30 .31 .29 .23 .26 .21 .28
Note .  *:p <.05,**:p <.01,***:p <.001

(423)(1752) (1474) (1052) (864) (698) (504) (458) (461) (441)

Note. (a) time spent using the Internet. (b) watching TV news, (c)  talking with the partner.

，

b. COVID-19

COVID-19
Food radiation contamination M W G
Anxiety(ANX) .43 .43 .20 .14 -.04 .06 .17 .39 2.9 (.87)
Information seeking (INF) .30 .60 .44 .31 -.01 -.04 .21 .29 2.9 (.73)

Media literacy(MEL) .16 .40 .44 -.14 -.20 .02 .04 3.3 (.75)
Critical thinking attitude(CT) .21 .35 .44 .06 .09 .04 .06 3.4 (.63)
Credibility of information

Mass media(CRD-M) .11 -.02 -.14 .05 .86 .56 .18 .09 2.7 (.88)
Word of mouth/citizen websites(CRD-W) .24 .06 -.20 .09 .58 .83 .17 .15 3.1 (.77)
Government(CRD-G) .16 .22 .02 .05 .15 .14 .84 .16 2.6 (.75)

Avoidance behavior(AVO) .09 .06 -.15 -.12 -.12 -.02 .10 .32 2.7 (.79)
M 3.2 3.0 3.3 3.4 2.8 3.1 2.5 2.7

(SD) (.74) (.72) (.75) (.63) (.90) (.80) (.77) (.89)

M (SD)Credibility(CRD)ANX INF MEL CT AVO

a.  Foods 
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