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Zhang Taiyan and the Late Qing Discourse on “South China”
LIN Shaoyang

This paper examines Zhang Taiyan’s role in the discourse on “southern China” which
started in the late Qing. The focus of the paper is comparing Zhang’s influence on young
readers who had different perceptions of him as a revolutionary leader. In particular,
this comparison provides an angle to gauge Zhang’s fading influence on the new young
modernist generation in the 1930s. F or Zhang’, “the south” refers to both his philological
studies on the Southern Chinese dialects on the basis of the Qing’s Evidential School
and his historical narratives on the Ming loyalist resistance against the Manchu
conquest in southern China. In both cases, Zhang expresses his political standpoint as
an anti-Manchu revolutionary. Furthermore, this paper also analyses Zhang’s influence
on Guocui xuebao (The Journal of National Fssence) in Shanghai, an important
scholarly and political stronghold for the revolutionaries to reconstruct the Chinese
scholarly tradition by emphasizing non-Confucian classics in a global context in the late
Qing. Lastly, this paper sheds lights on Zhang’s shifting influences on Nanshe or The
Southern Society, the largest Literary and revolutionary organization in southern China
during the late Qing period. As a whole, this paper attempts to position the late Qing
revolutionaries’ cultural nationalism within both the Chinese own historical tradition

and a globalized context.



