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(Summary)

Genealogy of Minoko Odori

—— Away from the interpretation that
Kashima odori and Miroku odori are its only origin ——

Hyoki1 Satoru

Three examples of Minoko odori, a folk performing art, have been
transmitted in Tateyama city and Chikura town, Chiba prefecture. Until
now, Minoko odori has been considered a type of folk performing art
showing influences of Kashima odori that is said to have been transmitted
in the Edo period by the lower class religious known as kotobure and
Miroku odori that was performed by women in Kashima district of Ibaraki
prefecture at times of celebration, just as Kashima odori that has been
transmitted in twenty some places on the west shores of Sagami Bay in
Kanagawa and Shizuoka prefectures. However, research has shown that
there are elements in Minoko odori that are not directly influenced by
Kashima odori and Miroku odori of the Edo period. For example, Minoko
odori of Chiba prefecture contains elements of performing arts that are
not found in Kashima odori of the west shores of Sagami Bay although
there is much similarity between them. Especially with regard to the
lyrics of Minoko odori, which is the basis for considering Minoko odori and
Kashima odori to be of similar types of dance, we can see mutual influence
with popular songs of the Edo period and with Ofuna uta that was inten-
tionally disseminated by the Tokugawa shogunate. In addition, examina-
tion of documents reveals that, even in those days, images of Kashima
odorit of the Edo period were incorporated into the performing arts and
folkways in the city. Based on the fact that images of kotobure of Kashima
and of Kashima odori were diffused among the people and that the process
of transmission of lyrics was complex, this paper points out the possibility
of considering Minoko odori of Chiba prefecture as a hybrid form of per-
forming arts with more secular overtones into which elements of various
types of performing arts have been incorporated, rather than as a dance
that ties itself directly with Kashima odori and Miroku odori of the Edo
period.





