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Remarks on C. G. Jung’s Symbols of Transformation and
his analysis of Miss Miller

OGIHARA Satoshi

In this paper, I make some remarks on C. G. Jung’s Symbols of Transformation : An Analysis of
the Prodrome of a Schizophrenia (written in German and published in 1952 with this title, although it
is the fourth, thoroughly revised edition of Transformations and Symbols of Libido, first published as
a book in 1912), with a focus on his analysis of the case of Miss Miller. My main aim is to promote
interest in this strange yet great book and avoid misunderstandings and confusion on the part of
those who read it in Nomura’s Japanese translation or the 1973 German edition included in the Com-
plete Works of Jung published by Walter.

In Section One, I give an account of how this book came about and how and why it is so clumsily
organized even though it has as its main thread Jung’s analysis of the mental condition of Miss
Miller, based solely on his reading of her report on phantasies of hers published in French in the
1906 issue of Archives de Psychologie. At a crucial point in his life at the age of 37, Jung had to write
the book but had little time. When he revised it thoroughly 37 years later, he kept the zigzag skele-
ton.

In Section Two, I not only summarize much of Miller’s report but also translate the main part of
the last, most important fragment, “Chiwantopel,” from the French text. I do so because, while
Jung cited her text in French, the 1973 Walter edition contains an inadequate German translation of
it in the Appendix, and the translation of her report in the Japanese translation has flaws, many of
which are derived from the German translation. I am not in a position, however, to assess how
serious the errors that I point out are for understanding Jung’s points.

In Section Three, I give a very crude summary of Jung’s multi-dimensional analysis of the case
of Miller.

Finally, in Section Four, I make the observation that Jung’s story about Miller has a frightening
plot where she kept missing increasingly urgent warnings from the unconscious up to the onset of
schizophrenia.
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