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Imperial Formations from the Viewpoint of “Mixed Race™:
the Scope and Agendas for a World-Historical Perspective

MIZUTANI Satoshi

In human history, it was within the boundaries of an empire that different ethnic groups, religions, and
cultures co-existed. This brief essay situates the historical experiences of ‘mixed race’ within imperial formations,
looking for ways in which their diversity and complexity can be effectively explored. Should we aim at a grand
theory of mixed race that transcends all experiences? Or should we try and amass a wide variety of cases with a
view to comparing and then delineating the unique characteristics of each? The essay will address these questions
by connecting the question of mixed race to the historiographical debates on empire that have recently taken

place in colonial and imperial studies.
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