Methodological innovations in the face of Corona lockdown:
Lessons for the future
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Short description
This workshop will be chaired by Peter Mitchell and will incorporate three 20-minute informal

presentations from researchers working in the UK and in Japan, followed by a general discuss on methodological
innovation and lessons learned over the past 12 months.
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Background and context

Over the past year, our research efforts have been disrupted by lockdown and social distancing measures
imposed by our respective governments to contain the spread of Corona virus infection. This circumstance has
impacted considerably on our research activities. It has led to extensive restrictions on research and in response,
many researchers have developed imaginative innovations to press ahead with their research agenda. Indeed,
there has been great invention in adapting research methods to run online, enabling us to capture data from
children and families in their home environment, exploiting equipment that is widely available in modern homes.

In some cases, though the research objectives do not lend themselves to adaptation to online data capture.
Lessons can be learned from this experience that could potentially revolutionize how we do research even when
lockdown and social distancing measures are a thing of the past.

The purpose of this workshop is to host a discussion of these issues: the challenges we faced, how we
overcame them through invention and innovation and areas where it was not possible to adapt methods. This will
offer a great opportunity to share experiences and best practice across research environments in the UK and in
Japan.
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Half a longitudinal study and one pandemic later
Karla Holmboe, PhD, University of Oxford

Abstract:

I am going to tell you my story about what happened when the Covid-19 pandemic shut down my
longitudinal study. This was my ‘dream study’ that I had been building up to for several years. We had been
testing infants longitudinally pretty much non-stop for about a year when we had to stop testing due to the
pandemic. From one day to the next, me and my small team went from testing 2-4 babies in the lab every day to
working from home for over 9 months. We have found ways to adapt — we have been coding, analysing and
writing up (as much as we could under the circumstances), and we have taken the opportunity to study the
effects that the pandemic has had on the families we had recruited into the study. So there have been some silver
linings — research questions that we would not have been able to address outside a pandemic. It has not been an
easy journey and it is not over yet. | am sharing this story with you because | know there are many researchers
out there, especially PhD students and early career researchers in precarious employment, who have had their
lives and careers turned upside-down by this. You are not alone — the losses have to be acknowledged | think —
and then we can look forward to what will hopefully be a brighter future where we can throw ourselves into
studying development again.
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On remote looking time studies during the new normal
Monica Barbir, International Research Center for Neurointelligence, University of Tokyo
Sho Tsuji, International Research Center for Neurointelligence, University of Tokyo

Abstract:

The current pandemic has shifted research from labs to the safety of homes. However, there is more to the
shift than simply moving an experiment from a computer in the lab to a computer in a participant’s home. The
sheer differences in testing environment necessitate adaptation and innovation. In our talk, we will present our
experience in transferring infant studies, many of which are conducted with equipment not available in homes
such as eye-trackers, online. We will outline one infant online study we are currently conducting in Japan and a
larger international collaborative effort to advance online protocols and practices called Many Babies At Home.
Many of the adaptations and innovations we will discuss come with advantages that extend beyond the pandemic
context, such as reaching a broader participant population in comparison to in lab studies.
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