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Attributes of Students in Public Elementary Schools in the Period of Occupied
Northern China: A Case Study of Qingdao City

YAMAMOTO Issei (Ueda Women’s Junior College)

This paper clarifies the actual state of compulsory education during Chinese collaboration with Japan
by analyzing the attributes of students who attended public elementary schools in Qingdao during the
period of occupied northern China (1937-1945). The target of analysis includes student records from
public elementary schools in the Archives of Qingdao. These materials were used to analyze in concrete
detail differences in the attributes between students in industrial areas and fishing villages in the period
of occupied northern China. This evaluation reveals a stratified structure involving fishing regions
where local private education was subsumed by public education versus industrial regions where
children moved between public elementary schools, as well as boys who were expected versus girls who
were not expected to attend elementary school until graduation.
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